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#7 AVING for the arefent pretiy well eaſed my mind 


en the ſubjed -here treated of, I bave now concluded. to 


re-print them in a pamphlet, for more general uſe, and would 
wiſh every one to peruſe with that candour and integrity 
«onſontnt lo the grand, ſpecific Chriftiaa Inflitution ; As you 
would others ſhould do unto you, ſo do you unto them, for 
this is the Law and the Prophets ; and be pleaſed to obJarve our 
Saviour afferts, that I came not to deflroy the Law, but to 


"fulfil ; fo are the Ten Commandments yet in force, and pay- 


ing Tithes alſo, ſo long as they remain eftabliſbed by ths Lanvs 
of our . 3 But I hope for a happy alteration to taks 
Place; and, in the mean time, making allowance for miſiu- 
formation and prejudice, I am perfeely for a mutual Liberty 
of Conſcience: and be pleaſed candid reader to confider the new 
chriſtian Law, A new commandment I give unto you, that 
you Love one another,” which doth not confift with Perſe- 
cation, Cenſure or Diſownmen!, on atcount of canſciegtious 
Diſſent or Praftice, —It moſt certainly is more chriſtian and 
apoſtolic to bear with and forbear in bratherly Lowe and 
Charity ; and in all things it is effential to promote and pre- 
ferve Sincerity/and Truth, and 10 guard againſt the dau- 
gerous innovations of human Traditions, tending to cauſe di/- 
fimulation, and to deftroy the divine Commandmants ; true 
Faith, Low: of Gol, and loving ane another ; and tending 


A 2 al/o 


(4) 
alſs to the danger of deſtroying, or wounding true Peace and 
Tranquility, ſo eſſential to our preſent and futare Bl; fo 
may wwe dwell together in brotherly Love and Charity, and ſo 
may divine grace be found to abound amongſt us, to the honour 
b and proſperity of the ſoci ety, and the glory of him, who is 
| calling us out of Darkneſs into his marvelous Goſpel Light. 
4 Tre, in much love and fincerity, | 


Thy ewell- wiſhing affeRionate Frisn , 


2. CROWLEY. 
Watwerth, Iñ March, 1779. 


COPLES 


Te the YEARLY MEETING of QUAKERS . 
LONDON. 


| Dear miſtaken Friends, 


S the yearly Meeting of 1774, in an unprecedent. 

ed manner, preſumed to decide againſt me, with- 

out hearing out my defence, and without granting my 
reaſonable requeſt, of having my pamphlet read in the 
Meeting before my Judges, who were to decide on that 


Principal part of the accuſation laid againſt me, alſo 


without granting, or ſo much as debating on, the pro- 
priety of, allowing Liberty of Conſcience, in regard of 
paying tithes, although earneſtly deſired by me. 1 
therefore, and becauſe it evidently appears to me a mat- 
ter of great importance to the ſafety and welfare of the 
ſociety, of which my ownavife and five ſons and daught- 
ers are a part, do now ſolemnly intreat the ſociety, in 
this their corporate capacity, to reſume the ſubje& for 
your ſerious, deliberate, and ſolemn conſideration ; and 
be pleaſed to wiſely conſider the juſt pleas for liberty of 
_eonſcience, ſo:wiſely, happily, and ſucceſsfully urged by 
our antient very ſenſible friend, W. Pen, which I then 

requeſted 


66 


requeſted might be alſo read before the meeting, being 
included in my pamphlet then exhibited to the com- 
mittee, whom I did requeſt to produce the ſame, in or- 
der to be read in evidence before my judges in the ſaid 
yearly meeting, before deciſion, but was not complied 
with, and the meeting on the contrary broke up con- 
fuſedly, while I was on my legs, making my reaſonable 
defence, and pleading for liberty of conſcience, which 
being a conduct without precedent, and unconſtitutional, 
and contrary to juſtice, mercy, impartiality, or benevo- 
lence, or charity in ſentiment and I believe ſuch as 
hath not been known in any civilized country in Europe: 
I have therefore rhe more confidence in requeſting the 
favour ot being heard out in my defence, on fifth day 
next, in the afternoon, or the following day, or thar 
the zearly mecting do previouſly, wiſely, make a minute for 
the allowance of liberty of conference, reſpeRing the mat- 
ter of obeving tke laws of the legiſlature in money mat- 
ters, ſuch as tithes, church- rates, and militia tax; 
which, I am perfeQly perſuaded, would be for the ad- 
vantage and permanent welfare of the ſociety, being 
now in a very different ſituation, reſpecting times, aud 
ſeaſons, and occaſions, from what ir was in the laſt cen- 
tury. So that what was then grounded on violent oc- 
caſions is now quite differently grounded, the occaſion 
being ceaſed. 


> THOMAS CROWLEY. 
Falworih, May 31, 1776. 


N. B. The prec#ling, being delivered to the yearly 
Meeting, certain members were appointed to examine 
| and 
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and report if proper to be read in the Meeting, who re- 
ported, that they thought it inadmillable, lo was 
returned. 


Fer tie PUBLIC LEDGER. 


To the ſcven Wiſeacres Tho adjudged Troaras 
CRrowLEY's Pleas for Liberty of Conſcience inad- 


millible, in the Yearly Meeting of BEES in Lon- 
don, 1770 r 


S a friend to propriety, a rational Chriſtian recom- 
mends you, either to pray to the father of ſpirits, 

to give you more wiſdom, ſo that you may become re- 
formed in principle, (which I wiſh for you) or elſe, thar 
you do renounce a pretence to the very amiable charac- 
ter of a Chriſtian; for be it known to you, he only is, 
in reality, a true Chriſtian, who, ſrom principle and 
conſcience, obeys his righteous laws, and the truths of 
his goſpel. Now be pleaſed to conſider, that, one of 
the principal ſpecific precepts of Chriſt is this, As ye 
*« would that others ſhould do to you, ſo do ye to them;“ 
but every one of you like to have liberty of conſeience 
allowed you ; it is therefore your evident Chriſtian duty 
to allow it to others, and pramote it; but ye have ated 
the very reverſe, in adjudging, that my pleas for liberty 
of conſcience, or requeſting the ſociety to make a minute 
to allow it, were inadmiſſible in the yearly meeting. 
fo that out of your own mouths I condemn you, as 


duriers of the talent God has given you; therefore be- 


ware 


| 


(| 8*.3 


ware of the ſentence,. © Take from him that which he 
« hath, and give to him who Hath ten; and caſt him 
* jnto outer darknefs.” 


A rational Chriſtian, 


THOMAS CROWLEY. 


Walwirth, June 1, 1776, 


The following three Letters having been wrote, anck 


ſent to the perſons to whom addreſſed, and the 
author having never received any anſwer at all 


from either of them, or from any other on their. be - 


half, and correct copies being afterwards incloſed to 
two ſeveral meetings of diſcipline, for their peruſal 
and comments, were very ungenerouſly returned un-- 
opened, without any anſwer, other than, they could 
not take any notice of it; therefore, in order that 
the whole may not remain ignorant, through the 
the /al/e zeal of a few, L have thus made them Public, 


Aug. 4+ 5 T. = 


Eopy of a Letter to John Griffiths, little before his 


laſt Illneſs, 


Ungenerous Enemy. 
E wiſe man has left a ſacred record, «© good 


name is better than riches,” which being true. 
it necellarily follows, as certain truth, that he who robs 


E 


an honeſt man of his reputation, or is the cauſe or means. 
of others ſo doing, is a greater enemy, and more cruel, 
than he who robs him of his pecuniary eſtate, and fo 
deſerveth greater puniſhment ; and although he may 
poſſtbly in meaſure eſcape here, he moſt certainly will 
be anſwr-rable in the final day of retribution, at the ſa- 
cred tribunal of impartial juſtice ; and although we are 
required, by the moſt holy author of the Chriſtian re- 
ligion, to forgive an offending brother, (mark well) it 
is only in caſe of repentance and acknowledgment, and 
doing juſtice. | 

« It thy brother offend thee, and he retorns and ſaith 
I repent, thou ſhall forgive him ;” and it may be ſafely 
concluded, if the offender doth not ſo return, and ſo 
put it in the power of the offended to forgive, neither 
will our father, who is in Heaven, forgive ſuch offen- 
der; and as in my laſt, Happy is he whoſe ſins 
goes before hand to judgment. Now thou hath been 
guilty, in procuring I. S. and he accompanying thee 
in the dark and cruel buſineſs, in the year 1773, of 
occaſioning, by application and influence, the monthly 
Meeting of Devonſhire - Houſe, to enter on their 
books, records of defamation, extremely injurious to 
my reputation in the ſociety, in which I was, in the 
courſe of God's providence (and not by choice) born and 
educated, for no other real cauſe than doing my real 
conſcientious duty, and defending the ſame; which de- 
fence was in effect extorted from me, by the violent, 


cruel, unrighteous, and unchrutian difcipline ; for ſo: 


it is, when ſo applied, as in my own caſe. I therefore, be- 
ing crue!ly and unehriſtianly wounded in a more valuable 
part than outward: eſtate, - very juſtly require repara- 


610) 


tion at the hands of the injurer, by his again applying 
to he ſame monthly meeting, and propoſing and de- 
firing their doing me juſtice, in acknowledging, by a- 
nother record, my ſincerity and faithfulnefs towards 
the laws of God, and the doQrine of Chriſt and his 
apoſtles, and ſo worthy of communion. + 


Thy injured Friend, 


THOMAS CROWLEY. 


London, 29th, 11th Month 
November, 1775. 


(COPY.) 


Cry of @ Letter to Iſaac Sharpleſs, 


27th July, 1778. 


To Lovers of their own Power and falſe Peace, in pre- 


ference to the ſacred Love of Truth. 


| S it pleaſeth the Almighty Father of Spirits to 


give different gifts and degrees of underſtanding 


to mankind, they muſt neceſſarily, in conſequence, 
judge differently in diſputable caſes ; and as ſincerity is 
an univerſal duty, why ſhould miſtaken zealots require 
the preſent members and poſterity of a whole ſociety all 
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( 1 ) 


to pretenil to think alike, and to act alike, reſpeding 
the matter of refuſing to obey the laws of the ſupreme 
legiſlature of this nation, concerning Tithes, freely 


given and granted by the repreſentatives of the whole 


common people, in parliament aſſembled, and confirm. 
ed hy the Houſe of Lords and the King, long before 
the ſociety commenced, and ſince alſo confirmed by 
great number of reformed Proteſtant Parliaments, eſ- 
pecially when *tis conſidered that ſuch refuſal is quite 
contrary to the plain doQrine of Chriſt and fome-of his 
apoſtles, by plain, clear inference? (ſee 23 chap. Mat. 
23 ver.—11 chap. Luke, 42 ver.—13 chap. Romans, 
ver. 1 to 7,—10 chap. ditto, ver. 1 to 3.—3 chap. 
Titus, ver. 1 to 3.—1 Peter, 2d chap. ver. 13 to 17. 
—7 chap. Heb. ver. 1 to 7.) or why ſhould a ſociety, 
miſled by zealots, and lovers of their own power, take fo 
much pains to make people diſſemblers and hypocrites, 
in pretending to think what they, as conſiderate men 
of ſober ſenſes, if well read in the Holy Scriptures, can- 
Rot think ? and this in order to preſerve a falſe peace, 
or appearance of pretended unity, in a matter which is 
really erronous, and which doth unneceſſarily involve 
the preſent members and poſterity of a whole ſociety in 
danger of ruin; did not of late, and ſo far, the mercy and 


. benevolence of the national miniſters forbear the rigour 


of the laws, amended as they are in favour of the ſo- 
ciety ? and theſe merciful and benevolent Miniſters (who, 
if otherwiſe, might put any refuſer to pay, into the 
Spiritual Court, if ſo minded ; the laws, as they now 
are not at all prohibiting them) are the people who you 
pretend ye cannot pay for conſcience ſake. Oh ! dread- 
fu] error in judgment! 'tis high time to reform. Did 


B 2 honeſt 
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( 32 ) 
honeſt John Wickliff, the firſt Reformer from Popery ; 


or did honeſt George Fox, prefer ſuch falſe peace to an 


honeſt reformation, as it appeared to them? if they 
had, how would reformation have taken place through 


their means, as inſtruments? Would not an honeit li- 


berty of conſcience, reſpecting this matter, be abun- 
dantly more conducive to true Chriſtian fincerity and 
truth? And is it not very lawful and reaſonable for 
mankind to make uſe of the rational faculties, which 
God hath given them, to oppoſe ſo very dangerous a 
yoke, hung on the- necks of the youth of the ſociety, 
requiring them, as the condition of continuing in mem- 
berſhip, to refuſe to comply with ſuch legal pecuniary 
demands, whereby they become liable to be thrown in- 


_ to jail, to the ruin of many and their families, in order 


to preſerve a teſtimony, which took place in very dif- 
ferent times, but for which there is not either precept, 
or example, in all the holy ſcriptures ? and therefore, 
why ſhauld the love of power and importance, and falſe 
pence, operate to uphold fo very dangerous a doctrine 
at this favoured period of time, when Government hath 
long ſince benevolently allowed the ſociety liberty of 
conſcience ? Should not the ſociety alſo, as benevolent- 
ly allow their members, in this favoured age, a gene- 
rous liberty of conſcience in this matter ? But the writer 
of this hath been publickly diſowned for exerciſing ſuch 
liberty, and uſing honeſt endeavours to promote the 
e. | 


It evidently appears to me, it muſt be a dreadful de- 
lufion for any one to think the true undefiled religion 
before God can be ſo void of charity and mercy : And 
= 6 may 


| 999 * 10 ew. If —— 


„ ©» Y' 


BN 
n 
d 
7 


ee 


may there not be much danger of ſuch conduct riſing 
up in judgment in the day of final retribution, at the 
ſolemn facred tribunial of impartial Divine Juſtice. 
Conſider in time, before it be too late ; and conſider alſo, 
that to refuſe liberty of conſcience is a Popith principle, 
but the very reverſe of chriſtianity, or true. chriſtian 
principle. 1 


I am thy much injured, but well-wiſhing, - 
conſcientious Friend, 


THOMAS CROWLEY. 


P. S. To I/aac Sharplefs. 


Thou, in company with the late John Griffiths, in- 
fluencing the monthly meeting of Devonſhire houſe to 
diſown me, and by the very falſe, injurious reports at- 
tending, wounding my reputation, and injuring the re- 
putation of my family, hath done me more injury than 
depriving me of my eſtate might have done: Tis 
not in thy power to fully make me recompence; but 
the beſt and moſt effectual ſtep thou can take towards it, 


is to uſe thy honeſt endeavours to promote liberty of 


conſcience, in matters warranted and juſtified in the 
holy ſcriptures, for the benefit of the preſent members 
and poſterity of the ſociety ; then I ſhall be fully ſatis- 
fied, and I hope it may be ſo accepted at the ſolemn ſa. 
cred tribunal of Divine juſtice. If thy brother treſ- 
paſs againſt thee, and he returns and faith, I repent, 


thou ſhall forgive him;“ but I conceive that is nor juſt. 
ly applicable to lovers of their own power, being of- 


rided 
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fended at honeſt endeavours to promote liberty of con - 
ſcience, truth, and ſincerity, relative to this matter, 
intended for the benefit of the ſociety and poſterity. 


| 9. Doth not the ſame ſort of falſe peace operate 
alſo to prevent neceſſary reformation in the Church of 


England, which is very much to be lamented, but 
ought not to be imitated ? 


Idem, 


Copy of a Letter to T. C. 
Thomas Corbyn, : 
Onſidering thee as at the head of a miſapplied diſci- 


pline, I have to remark for a very neceſſary cau- 
tion, and very uſeful, that the private diſcipline, as 


well as publick, when wofully miſapplied to ſuch 


who really are not unfaithful, (although ſo accuſed) 


but truely conſcientious in paying tithes, agree- 


able to ſcripture and reaſon, is quite of the nature of 


perſecution, as much as is fire and faggot, although 
of a different ſpecies; and it wofully appears to me, 


very evidentſy, that tis much worſe, and more cruel 
and unchriſtian, to make uſe of, or inforce, ſuch miſ- 
applied diſcipline, to. deprive an honeſt conſcientious 
man of his domeſtick and private comfort, and ſociety 
communion through life, than to put him to an expe- 
ditious death, being prepared for his final change. Sa 
is it more cruel and unchriſtian (if any thing can be — 

than 


( us) 


than uſing fire and faggot ; and thou may depend, it 
will be found ſo at the tribunial of Divine Juſtice, in 
the tremendous day of account, which is haſtening. 
Are not therefore ſuch ruling elders the very peſt of ſo- 
ciety, and the worſt of men ? 


Thy conſcientious, ſuffering Friend, 


THOMAS CROWLEY. 
Walwerth, Aug. 7, 1778. 


P. S. None ſo blind as they who will not ſee.” 
« None ſo deaf as they who will not hear.” 
None ſo ignorant as they who will not underſtand.” 


(COPY.) 


For the MoRninG CHRONICLE. 


HE following letters having been modeſtly laid 
before the Quakers Monthly Meeting of Devon- 
ſhire-Houſe, London, for their ſolemn conſideration, 
and having requeſted a written anfwer thereto, after 
waiting about five weeks for the ſame, my ſaid letters 
were returned on the 7th inſtant, with only a verbal an- 
ſwer, that they had no remarks to make thereon ;** 
and having quere'd of the perſon if my letters and pleas 
had been read openly in the meeting, as I requeſted, 
and been anſwered in the negative, and they having 
been peruſed by ſome leading elders privately, I imme · 
diately 


Pa. 


diately wrote in the room adjoining, the following lines, 

No. 3, for the purpoſe aforeſaid, and after about a 

quarter of an hour, received again the ſame verbal an- 

ſwer, as before, that they had no remarks to nabe; 

and being alſo again informed my letters were not fuf.. 

fered to be read openly in the meeting, 7herefore, not 

1 willing the whole ſhould ſo remain ignorant of my pleas 
F of defence and juſtification, through the /a//e zea/ and 
ſuperſtition of a few, and in order to do that juſtice to 

my reputation which they uncharitably declined, [ 

have been led to judge it reaſonable to publiſh them, 
7 and ſo to take my leave of that quarter, as being 
| | double dealing, inlincere, pharaſaical, ſuperſtirious, and 
| therefore unchriſtian, as contemning. in conduct the 
f righteous laws of Chriſt, one of the very principal where- 
| of is, ta do as we would be done by ; at leaſt ſuch are | 
many of the leading elders and miniſters among them, | 

although to do jultice, I confelt there are among them . 

ſome very worthy friends, who I much eſteem, but who, 

through a ſlaviſh fear of offending the /uperflitious xca- | 

| lots, remain timorous and ſilent, and fo afraid to take | 
| the part of an offended brother, who has been cruelly { 
. and unrighteouſly diſown'd for doing juſtice to the mi- | 
19% niſters of the eſtabliſhed church, in paying tithes honeſtly, | 
| 


14 whenever legally demanded, I nevertheleſs freely for- | 
| — give, and leave them to the conduct of an over-ruling | 
providence, whoſe facred language, by the pen of an i- ; 
fired fervant, is left on record, © Vengeance is mine, 1 | 
will re- pay. | j 


Wo > — 


1 | THOMAS CROWLEY. | 
1 Walworth, 08. 9. 1778. } 
q | Pi. s. The 
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P. S. The ſly, underminding letter, directed to me 
by the poft, ſigned Tranquillitas Amator, appears to 
have been the effect of an heated imagination, fince, be- 
ſides unmerited, ſevere and uncharitable reflections and 
inſinuations, it contains an infidious query or inter- 
rogative, without informing where, or to whom to di- 
rect my anſwer, defence or juſtification, and therefore ex- 
tremely generous, and not according to the golden 


rule. 


Idem, +. c 


LETTER I. 


Dear Friends, 


Herewith communicate a true copy of a memo- 
rial, which I intended to be laid before the 
Monthly Meeting of Devonſhire-Houſe, agreeable to 
the date thereof, in the year 1772, had I not for peace 
ſake forbore, through the earneſt perſuaſions of one of 
your Elders, viz. John Sherwin, &c. And as neverthe- 


| leſs the ſame Monthly Meeting did afterwards preſume 


to diſown' me, for being unfaithful, as appears by the 
minute of diſownment, and which with the other arti- 
cles wherewith [ was then accuſed, are falſe and abſurd, 
and of which charges I am, and then was, very inno- 
cent. I from thence conclude and alledge I was wrong- 
fully and unconſtitutionally difown'd without any pro- 
per orreal ground, or authority, from any preceding mi- 


. or act of the ſociety, and therefore I am confident 
C you 


160% 


you ought in point of juſtice (the principal Chriſtian 
virtue) to annul and make void the ſaid unjuſt minute 
of difownment, elſe will your conduct remain, as 'twas, 
diametrically oppoſite to the three grand indiſputable. 
univerſal duties of doing juſtly, loving mercy, and walking 


| humbly, without which there is no juſt ground to hope for 


ſalvation; I am therefore, for your own ſouls ſake, as 
well as for the ſake of the welfare of the ſociety, bound 
to recommend your very ſerious and ſolemn conſidera- 
tion of theſe matters, and, if right minded, you will 
certainly find it a duty to reverſe your unhappy, cruel 
and very unchriſtian minute or ſentence, of th of 2d 
Mouth, 1774, the aſperſions therein being falſe and 
undeſerved, and which I am ready to make appear, as 
I ſhould have done more than four years ago, if I 
had been honeſtly heard out in my defence, without 
previous condemning judgment, ſo cruelly wounding 
and cutting off your innocent and beſt friend, whoſe 
real aim was in ſincerity and truth, to become inſtru- 
mental in making you wiſer and better Chi iſtians, and 
which may yet enſue, if you are not yet remaining very 
blame worthy, and too regardleſs of future b/i/5. 


Your much injured, 
Conſcientious ſuffering friend, 


THOMAS CROWLEY. 
Walwerth, Sept. 2, 1778. | 7 


I requeſt an anſwer in writing. 
5 N Iden, "Is Gi 


Cogy 
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Copy of a Memorial intended to have been laid before Do- 
vonſhire-Houſe Monthly Meeting, agreeable to the 
dale thereof, in the year 1772, but through the earneſt 
per ſuaſion of one of your Elders, wiz. John Sherwin, 
tc, for peace ſake ſuffered to reſt. 


LETTER IL 


Dear Friends, 


HE minute of 1706, making members who 

are found to be unfaithful, reſpeding tithes, 
liable to have judgment go forth againſt them, &c. 
for ſuch their unfaithfulneſs, being, as I conceive, of 
an ambiguous nature, and originally intended to ope- 
rate againſt ſuch only, who, pretending convincement 
of its being a duty, to bear the teſtimony againſt pay. 
ing, were found, on experience, to act contrary to ſuch 
their pretended, or real convincement, in paying tithes, 
and ſo found to be really unfaithful, and in conſequence, 
reaſonably liable to cenſure, but I conceive could not, 
by any fincere, religious, true Chriſtian Miniſters and 
Elders, met together as ſuch, be intended to operate 
againſt any, who (being born and educated in the ſociety) 
never were convinced of its being a duty, founded 
either on the Holy Scriptures, or ſound reaſon, to bear 
ſuch teſtimony, and who never pretended ſuch con- 
vincement ; fince it would, in ſuch caſe, very unhap. 
pily be found an unchriſtian minute, militating againſt 
one of the principal duties of Chrifianity, which is fi- 

2 ceritye 


. 4 < - -- - 


-members in particular, I therefore am the more con- 


Parliament aſſembled; and the caſe being now very 


T2 3 
cerity : and as I have alſo reaſon to think, that Yearly 


Meeting Minute has been by many miſunderſtood, to 
the great hurt and danger of the ſociety, and of ſome 


fident in terming it an ambiguous minute, liable to be 
taken in very different meanings, to the great damage 
of the ſociety, and of ſuch ſincere members, who, 
having very conſcientiouſly and maturely confide:ed the 
matter, cannot find the ſaid teſtimony to be founded on 
any precept or obligatory record in the ſacred writings 
of the inſpired Prophets, Evangeliſts, or Apoſtles, of our 
Redeemer and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt ; but on the con- 
trary, finding therein many precepts or exhartations 
for our obeying, or being ſubje& to, Principalities and 
Powers, Kings and Magiſtrates, &c. eſpecially in mo- 
ney matters, as well as immortality, being, as I con- 
ceive, their proper province to ſuperintend, and aſſeſs in 
all cafes which they judge for the publick good; and as 
tithes and taxes, in lieu of tithes, are laid on and le- 
vied by authority of King, Lords, and Commons, in 


different from what it was in the laſt century, when 
civil wars, 'Popery, and arbitrary power ſo unhappily 
prevailed in this nation, and under which very unhappy 
circumſtances, the pecuniary teſtimony took riſe among 
us; but the cauſe being now happily removed, and as 
we are now bleſſed with a mild and Proteſtant King and 
government, &c, allowing us as a people liberty of con- 
fcience, however ſome zealous friends might then find 
It a duty to bear the teſtimony, I conceive it ought to 

ceaſe now, or at leaſt, that it is not, nor ever can be, 
a general duty to the whole of this or any other ſocie- 
ty: and therefore, and for other ſufficient reaſons, 


upon 
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upon the whole, I requeſt information in what ſenſe 
you underſtand the Yearly Meeting Minute in queſtion, 
reſpeting anfaithfulne/s, and I now add, in lieu of for- 
mer concluſion) in order that I may proceed as occa- 
ſion requires. | 


I am in that love which truely wiſheth the welfare 
and and proſperity of the ſociety in the beſt things. 


Your unfeigned well-wiſhing friend, 


THOMAS CR OWLS 
1175, 10th Month, 1772. 


LETTER IE 


Dear Friends, 


HE anſwer of having no remark to make, is 

not to my ſatisfaction, my accuſation in the 
minute of diſownment, was read openly in the meet- 
ing; and if my defence be not ſo read alſo, *twill not 
be doing juſtice to my injured reputation, nor agreeable 
to the principal ſpectfick-Chriftian law of Chriſt's own 
making. As ye would that othiers ſhould do unto you, 
ſo do ye unta them.” I therefore with yo to cauſe my 


written pleas of defence to be read openly in the ſame 
meeting. 


Your ſuffering Friend, 


THOMAS CROWELEEY, 
Dewonſhire-Meeting. Room, 
2th 08. 1778. Cee 


— 
— 
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LETTER IV. 
Copy: of @ Letter from T. C. te John Townſend, 


I deſeech thee to conſider and duly ponder the following 
precepts and admonitions of the great Apoſtle to the 
Gentiles. 


xiii, Chap. Rom. 1. Ver. 


« E T every ſoul be ſubje® to the higher powers, 
for there is no power, but of God.” 


2. Whoſoever therefore reſiſteth the power, reliſt- 
eth the ordinance of God, and they who reſiſt ſhall re- 


ceive to themſelves damation,” 


5 © Wherefore ye muſt need be ſubject, not only for 
wrath, but alſo for conſcience /ake.”? 


Q. How can it be conſiſtent with theſe plain, poſi- 
tive coercive precepts, for any Quaker or other, to re- 
fuſe to obey the law made by the ſupreme Legiſlative 
Power of this nation, compoſed of King, Lords, and 
repreſentative Commons, in Parliament aſſembled, re- 
ſpe&ing tithes, ſince there is not any one precept in all 
the Holy Scriptures enjoining ſuch refuſal or recommend- 
ing the teſfimony, which (through a miſtaken zeal) our 
ſociety doth, fo contrary to the Goſpel, ſo «nhappily re- 
commend, for a general rule in the ſociety, to the great 
hazard of preſent and future well-being. T. C. hath 
ever ſince he has been at maturity, with great ſincerity 

firmly 
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) 
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firmly believed it his duty to pay all ſuch aſſeſſments, 
which the Parliament, as aforeſaid, hath, or doth, lay on 
him or his eſtate, for any purpoſe which they may judge 
needful for the good or ſafety of the publick, either 1a 
reſpect of tuition, protection, or adminiſtration of juſ- 
tice, and hath often been grieved to ſee the imitation, 
diſſimulation, and hypocriſy, which hath ſo ſhamefully 
abounded among the pretended teſtimony bearers, to 
the great ſcandal of the profeſſion of the Chriſtian re- 
ligion, which requires /ircerity as the condition of ſalua- 
tion. How tremendous ! therefore, is the conſequences 
recommending the ſaid teſtimony, eſpecially as it has 
uſual been «xconditionally, without mention of any re- 
gard to the conſcientious judgment of each individual 
apart, and ſo having a ſtrong tendency to diſcourage 
and deſtroy the incence of ſincerity, the exerciſe whereof, 
ever waz, and ever will be, acceptable to the all-wiſe 
gracious God, however it may be to weak-judging, de- 
luded friends; for which juſt cauſe, &c. T. C. judges . 
it his duty to bear his faithful teſtimony againſt all diſ- 
ſimulation and hypocriſy, as being totally inconſiſtent 
with, and averſe to, the religion and doctrine of our 
Saviour 7e/us Chriſt and his Apoſtles. 


T. C. alſo finds it a duty to caution againſt that 
falſe zeal, which is not according to knowledge {fee 
Rom. x Chap. Ver. 1. and following) but rather for all 
to ſubmit to the righteous injunctions, or righteouſneſs 
of God, and of his ſon Chriſt Jeſus, as well as to the 
wholeſome advices and precepts of his divinely anthort- 
fed Apoſtles, and herein he is well aſſured of divine 


approbation. 
I ret 
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I reſt in that love which wiſheth the welfare of all 
mankind, thy affeRionate ſincere friend, 


THOMAS CROWLEY. 


_ Gracechurch-ftreet, 
26th, 5th month, 1772, 


(TRUE COPY.) 


N. B. Sent a copy incloſed to Joſ. Row, and friends, 
7th September, 1778. 


And ſubjoined alſo the mental Ejaculations, addreſſed 
| to the Supreme, 


HAT though no objects ſtrike upon the ſight, 
'Thy ſacred preſence is an inward light, 
What though no ſound ſhould penetrate the ear, 
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To liſtening thought the voice of truth is clear; 


Sincere devotion needs no other ſhrine, 

The centre of an humble ſoul is thine. 

There may I worſhip, and there mayft thou place, 

Thy ſeat of mercy and thy throne of grace; 

Yea fix, if Chriſt, my advocate appear, 

The jult tribunal of thy Juſtice there, 

May each vain thought, may each impure deſire, 

Meet in thy wrath with a confuming fire, 

Whilſt the kind rigour of a righteous doom, | 
All worldly joys and ſelfiſh pride conſume. þ 
Thou too canſt raiſe, though puniſhing for fin, | 
The joys of peaceful penitence within ; 

Thy juſtice and thy mercy both are ſweet, 


Thou 
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Thou makes our ſufferings and ſalvation meet. 
Betall me therefore whatſve'er thou wills, 
I ſee thy aim through all theſe tranſient ills; | | 
'Tis to infuſe a ſalutary g1ief, | 
To fit the mind for abfolute relief; 
Till purged from e'ery falſe and finite love, 
Dead to the wortd, alive to things above, | | 
The foul renew'd, as in its firit form'd youth, ; 
Shall worthip thee in ſpirit and in truth. f 


For the MoRninG CuRoNnICLE. 


Copy of a Letter from a Rational Chriſtian to ſeveral 


pretended Friends, | 

Miſftaken Zealots, . N 

JF Think, according to the beſt of my remembrance, thou , 
was one of the many friends to whom I preſented, or 


ſent, my little book, containing my letters and differta- 

tions, relative to the pecuniary teftimony and the deal- 

ings of the ſociety, about or upwards of three years apo. 

I have alſo very lately ſent thee another of my books, con- | 

taining my letters and diſſertations on various ſubjects, | 

but chiefly on differences between the mother country ; 

and her colonies ; the chief whereof were wrote, and com- 

| municated to Minifters of State, and ſome put into the 
publick papers for general inſpection and information: 
f in which, my view and hope was, that of becoming in- ; 
ſtrumental in pointing out (as peace maker) a proper and x 

__ |  hayy | 
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happy remedy ; which, if a majority of the council had 
been wie enough to adopt, might have very happily pre- 
vented. The dreadful ſcenes enſuing fince, and lo pointed 
out to them, as impending, aud now much regretted by 
ſome of them, who were too high-minded to approve 


and adopt before too late. Humility goes before honour ; 


my view in this fort epiſtle being to recommend to thy 
very ſerious perufal and attention, and to let me know 
which of my letters, diſſertations, or plans, therein 
contained and wrote by me, in the courſe of about en 


| years, thou art pleaſed to conſider as an indication of 


what thou, and many other ſuperſtitious zealots, have 
uncharitably and unmercifully accuſed me of, to the awound- 
ing my innocent family; and as your fal/e zeal, no: ac- 


cording to knowledge, appears to have extinguiſcd your 


charity, I am your beſt friend in honeſty, recommending 


your very /olemn peruſal of that great apoſtle to the Gen- 


tilees, (whoſe deſcendants ave are) his doarine oa the head 
of charity, (ſee 1ſt epiſtle to the Corinthians, 13th chap.) 


the proper definition of which principle is the love of 
God, and love of man, as the motive of conduct. This is 
charity in the proper ſenſe, and in his ſenſe ; but ' tis 
_ poſſibly, as he mentions, a man may give his goods to 
the poor, or if he gives his body to be burnt, if vet 
from /ach true ſpiritual motive, but if paſſion, falſe zeal, 
or to gain applauſe of men, be the motives, 'twill not 


avail in his ſight, who knows the inmoſt receſs of every 


ſoul, and on what motive each of us act. And be 
. pleaſed to remember, Without repentance there is 


no remiſſion !”' *Tis the nature of vice and ſuperſtition to 


blind the eye of the human underſtanding, as on the 
- contrary, it is the genuine true property of the divine 
pirit of ruth, to lead into all 7rath, and out of error, 


. ſuper- 
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ſuperſtition, and vice. The tree is known by its fruit,” 
and in order to attain the true wi/dom, which (ac- 
cording .to the Apoſtle James, ſee 17th ver. 3d, chap.) 
comes trom above, and is full of mercy and good fruits, 
without partiality or hypocriſy, I recommend prayer in 
faith, and /ixcerity, to the Fountain of Wiſdom and Mercies, 
who gives liberally to the /ncere, penitential, humble pe- 
titioner, agreeable to Solomon's experience, who relates, 
that he was born as other men, but ** he prayed, and 
underitanding was given him.” He put up his peti- 
tion to God, and the ſpirit of wiſdom came to him. A 
noble and happy acquifition ; and that thou may'ſt ſo ap- 
pily and ſucce/5fully apply in all fincerity and truth, is my 
hearty deſire and prayer for thee, and all the miſled and 
miſtaken fal/e zealots. 


I reſt thy injured and offended, 
But /fincere, forgiving friend, and relation, 


THOMAS CROWLEY. 
Walworth, Oct. 24, 1778. 


P. S. The private diſcipline of the Society of Quakers, 
when applied to their members who honeſtly pay tithes, 
appears evidently to become an engine of the grand ad- 
verſaty of the ſouls of mankind, to puniſh the diſciples 
of Chriſt, among them, for being /incere 


Idem, 


f T. E. 
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Pacalle), by way of ſimilitude, may be, not urfitly 

inferred, between the ſtate of the Jewi/h church, in 
the early years of Chriſtiani ity, as recorded by the Bvan- 
geliſts and Apoſtles (particularly the Apoſtle Paul, ſee 
gth chap. of Heb. 1oth to 15th ver.) and the late and 
preſent ſtate of the ſociety of Quakers, reſpecting in each 
of them, thoſe different uneſſen tial external, impoſed on 
them until the time of reformation. 


Before the year 1706, the ſociety was, very evidently, 
(according to the beſt of their authors, viz. Barclay) 
much more of a true Chriſtian principle than they from 
thence commenced, or have been fince, as it may be 
very juſtly ſaid the ſaciety have, from and ſince that very 
unhappy period, been involved in a ſtate of bondage, to 

their, very unhappy, collective, unchriſtian rule, of each 


| member betoming thereby Hable to be diſown'd, or ex- 


communicated, in caſe (in effect) of bis deing juffice to 
the national mini/ry of the geſpel, of legal eſtabliſhment, 
in honeſtly paying tithes. Before that period it does not 
appear tv have been accbunted any part of the ttue chi 
nian divinity, not being mentioned as a rule of faith in any 
of his (ſay Barclay) fourteen eſſential propoſitions ; nor 
does the fifteenth, or laft, make it even an uneſſential 
article of faith, as a general rate, It was, I think, 
about thirty-one years after his very /en/ible Syſtem of 
Faith was wrote, that the unjuſt and unchriſtian, and 
very unhappy rule was made in the year 1706, (Barclay 
having 
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having, as I remember, wrote his apology for the True 
Cbriſtian Divinity in the year 1675) ſince which unhap- 
py period, 1706, the members of the ſociety may be 
very properly conſidered as in an unhappy State of Bon- 


dage; and being now upwards of 70 years ſince (the 


period wherein the Iſraelitiſh fal/e zealots were in capti- 
vity in Babylon) I would willingly indulge a hepe, that 
their re/ormation and redemption is not far off; ſo far, as 

that an honeſt chriſtian liberty of conſcience, to do juſ- 
tice to the miniſtry of the eſtabliſhed church, may be 
allowed to /uch who cannot ſee it to be any part of the 
Chriſtian religion to g e to pay, but the reverſe, being 
very evidently ceatrahy to law, to GY and to the 50 


Scriftares. 
A rational Chriſtian. 
THOMAS CROWLEY. 
Walworth, 


OZober.28, 1778. 


(39) 
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B sed to inſert the following in your impartial 
paper: | | 


Uniformity in aneſſential externals, conſidered in general 
terms, and, on the contrary, liberty of conſcience 
and ſincerity recommend by 


A Rational Chriftian. 


a TS to me an evident trutb, that diſſimulation and 
hypocriſy, eſpecially in profeſſions of religion, 

muſt be odious in the ſight of him who is the Fountain 
of Truth and n- ſo does it become a very dan- 
gerous Voke on the conſciences of honeſt, ſenſible, ſin- 
cere Chriſtians, to have an eſtabliſhed ſyſtem of Faith 
impoſed on them in the external, uniſſemial articles, 
fince it inevitably involves poſterity in the woeful alter- 
native of either being imitators and diſſemblers in reli- 
gion, or elſe of becoming liable to the cenſures and di/- 
cipline of the church; therefore, ſhould a hen of Chri/- 
tian faith be reduced to effentials, according with the 
doctrine preached by the Divine Author of the real, ra- 
tional Chriſtian religion—ſee the 5th, 6th, and 7th 
chapters of the Goſpel of Chrif, as recorded by Ma- 
thew, the Evangeliſt, which is the beſt written Crite- 
riog for every profeſſor, to compare with their lives and 
con- 


. 


converſation, in order, as a touchſtone, to prove 
whether each, for himſelf, be in the poſſeſſion of what 
he makes an outward profeſſion of, by being clothed 
with true humilty of ſoul, by mourning for his own ſins 
and the fins of his fellow-creatures, by being meek, by 
hungering and thriſting after righteouſneſs, by being 
merciful and pure in heart, by being peace-makers, and, | 
by bearing with patience. the buffetings, revilings, and 
perſecutions, which the prophets and ſervants of God 
have before ſuſtained, in order that their Reward may be 
great in Heaven, and by letting your lights ſo ſhine before 
men, that others, ſeeing your good works, may glorify 
your Father who is Heaven—and withal, agreeable to 
the prophets, to do juſtly to all, to have and abound in 
true Charity, which is the Love of God, and the love 
of man, to do as we would be dene by, to return good for 
evil, and to patiently acquieſce in true reſignation of 
Soul to the divine will of him who hath called us out 
of darkneſs into his marvellous light ! diſcovering to the 0 
ſincere diſciples of Chriſt, he truth, in all things which 

concern our /piritual progreſs, in our Chriſtian warfare, 

ſo may we very happily eſcape all the wiles and ſtrata- 
gems of the grand enemy of ths ſouls of mankind, and 

his agents, and to become very happily conducted, by 

the divine /pirit of truth, through this fate of probation 

trials, and perſecution, to the glorious hope and fall 

fruition of that endleſs bliſs, and crown immortal, 

which at the end of the Chriſtian Race, is laid up in 

ſtore for all the true hearted ſincere diſciples of Chriſt, 

whoſe delight hath been to do his will, rather than 

to bow down to human Combinations in Matters of 


Faith, 


„ 


Faith, and who in a ſpiritual relation could never, 
for conſcience ſake, worſhip Baal, or Kils his image. 


THOMAS CROWLEY. 


| . alworth, 
| October 29, 1778. 


P. S. If the Monthly Meeting of Devonſliire-Houſe, 
on my laſt appeal to their (wiſh'd- for) candour, had 
been w/e, they might very juſtly, and with great pro- 
priety, have appealed for aid, either to the quarterly 
| Meeting, or rather to the Meeting for Sufferings, that 
| ſo it might, from thence, be regularly carried into the 
next Yearly Meeting, to explain their anceffors own am- 
biguous Minute of the year 1706, reſpecting unfaithful- 
ll / neſs; and I do preſume 'tis not yet too late. I am per- 
|  teQly perſuaded, if a liberty of conſcience ſhould enſue, 
| reſpecting monies, or value, lawfully aſſeſſed and law- 
| fully demanded, *twill be of very great ſpiritual advan- 
| rage to the Society, in the conſequences thereof, in 
| promoting the moſt important principles, Fncerity, and 
| truth. 
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To the Printer vf the Morning Chronicle. 


HE letter, very improperly ſigned Yeritas, dated 

zoth October, 1778, and inſerted in your paper 

ot this day, 2d Nov. ought, in order to correſpond with 
the principles of the ſaid letter, to have been ſigned O5- 
flinate Error, or Superſiitious Falſebood, in lieu of Ve- 
rita meaning Truth, ſince it very evidently ariſes from 
prevalence of paſſion, wounding, and, in ſome meaſure, 
deſtroying his reaſon, and ſo approximating to a ſtate 
of madne/5, or deprivation of reaſon, of which he, and 
many others of his ſaid unrighteous, phariſaical ſect hath 
very wickedly and maliciouſly falſely accuſed the inno- 
cent author, ſo very unrighteouſly and unmercifully at- 

tacked, for having very truly and juſtly aſſerted, and which 
he now as truely and confidently repeats, That the pecu- 
niary teſtimony of the Quakers, in refuſing and requir- 

ing their members to refuſe paying tithes, is contrary to 
law, to reaſon, and to the holy ſcriptures, which, although 
he ſo impudently and ſo very ignorantly abuſeth me for, 
is thus very clearly demonſtrated, viz. Tithes are, in this 
the land of our xativity, a free gift of the people by their 
repreſentatives in parliament, and confirmed by the Lords 
and the Xixg, and ſo made and becoming the ſupreme law 
of the three eſtates of the realm, conſequently *tis clearly 
contrary to the law to refuſe paymenr,—and to refuſe 
compliance with juſt laws, reſpecting zithes, laid or aſ- 
ſeſſed, not on Quakers, as ſuch, but on the lands and 
houſes, and the. produce, and the occu ier, (whoever 


E he 
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he may be, or whatſoever his profeſſion may be) to be 
accountable, which is juſt ; and note, the law ſo made 
was enacted above one hundred years before the Society of 
Nuakers commenced, and ſo could not be intended to be 
| 2 againſt them, they not being come forth, or in 
ing, when the original Ad of Parliament now in force 
was made, inforcing tithes as a ſupport for the national 
eſtabliſhed Clergy ; and I could never ſee the juſtice of 
the Miniſters of the eſtabliſhed church loſing a part of 
their means to procure food and raiment, becauſe Qua- 
kers voluntarily put themſelves in poſſeſſion of houſes, or 
lands, whereon zithes were ſo long before ſo previouſly aſ- 
Neſs'd ; therefore, and for ſuch reaſons, it is clearly con- 
trary to reaſon to refuſe, or decline payment, or pretend to 
ſet up a diſſent, or pretended diſſent, in order to injure the 
Parſon. And, laſtly, tis quite contrary to our Sawiour's 
own plain expreſs Doctrine, as recorded in 23d chap. of 
Mathew, 23d. ver. and 11th chap. of Luke, 42d. ver. 
which plain poſitive doctrine of the author of the Chr:i/- 
tian Religion, but not of Qualeriſin, in that article, very 
clearly vindicates my laſt aſſertion, That, to refuſe pay- 
ment, is alſo contrary to the holy ſcriptures. So is he 
briefly and roundly confuted, and he ought in juſtice 
to acknowledge his very rude and groundleſs attack on 
my reputation ; and alſo, in point of juſtice to ſome of 
his fellow profeſſors, he ought alſo to ſign his name and 


place of abode, leſt the innocent ſhould be blamed for 
the guilty. 


| THOMAS CROWLEY, 
alworth, Nov. 2, 1778. 


To 


V. 


( 35 ) 


To the Printer of the Morning Chronicle, 


HE very uncandid, ſuperſtitious author, who again 
very improperly and abſurdly uſeth the ſignature 


Feritas, in his ſecond letter of the 6th of November, in- 


ſtant, and inſerted in your paper of the gth, being yeſ- 
terday, very ignorantly, as I hope, elſe very wickedly, 
again repeatedly aſſerts, That my two former aſſertions, 
ot the doctrine of refu/ing to pay tithes, being contrary to 
reaſon and the Holy Scriptures, are falſeboods. 


His argument of the ſouls of poor men, being as pre- 
cious to their Creator as the rich, appears evidently 
(although the fact be true) a mere ſuperficial, unmeaning 
allegation, in reſpe& of the main queſtion in diſpute, 
not at all tending to prove his doctrine right, On the 
contrary, I cannot conceive how the minifter, having 
food and raiment found- him by means of impartial 
tithes, ſhould prevent either the poor, or the rich, from 
attending and hearing the goſpel, or Chriſtian religion, 
preached ; it appears to me a very ſilly argument, if the 
wiſdom of government did not provide a church endowed 
with the means of procuring food and raiment to a miniſter, 
to preach the goſpel, or the Chriſtian religion, in every 
pariſh, a vaſt number of pariſhes would, in all probabi- 
lity, be quite deſtitute of any preacher at all, either to 
the rich, or the poor. So is the Chriſtian prudence of 
the eſtabliſhed religion manifeſt in that reſpe&; and if 
he, Veritas, does not know, or hath not read, I will, for 
the ſake of truth, tell him, That the very eminent 
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apoſtle Paul aſſerts, that *tis ſo ordained of God, that 
he who preaches the goſpel ould live of the goſpel. See 
the gth chapter of his firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
„ Even ſo hath the Lord ordained, that he who preaches 
„ the goſpel ſhould live of the goſpel.” And on 
tuch juſt and wife Goſpel foundation hath tithes 
been eſtabliſhed by the law in this Chriſtian country. 
The predeceſſors of the people themſclves, for zhem/elves 
and pofterity, having, by their Repreſentatives in Parlia- 
ment aſſembled, freely given and granted zithes, as a 
juſt means of procuring food and raiment to the miniſter 
of every pariſh, for himſelf and family, in lieu of fol- 
lowing trades and occupations, and being liable to 
caſual misfortunes, and to covetous purſuits, very 
much interfering with their duty in religious perſuits, 
and promotion of truth and righteoufneſs : and I again 
repeat, to the confuſion of Veritas, that our Saviour, 
the author of the Chriſtian religion, but not of Qua- 
keriſm, in that article, declared virtually, as recorded 
in the 23d chapter of Mathew, 23d verſe ; and in the 
:1th chap. of Luke, 42d ver. That :ithes ought to be 
fa:d ;, and this was in the laſt year of his ſojourning on 
earth. Some of the Quakers have ſHvoliſply objected to 
this, ſaying, that *twas to the Jews he ſpoke. In anſwer 
to which quibble, I have to relate, that ſo was all his 
fermons and doArine, the name of Chriſtians not ob- 
' taining until ſome years after his crucifixon, ſo is it an 
entirely invalid objection, and the Quakers might with 
equal abſurdity object to all the reſt of his fermons from 
the Mount, &c. The Apoſtles Peter and James, are 
alſo point blank againſt the Quakers doctrine, of re- 
fufing to obey the /aws in pecuniary matters, or matters 
of property, Which if he, Yeritas, be ignorant of, or de- 
ficient 


(23 


ficient in reading, peruſing, ſtudying, and applying, 
the relative doarines of the Holy Scriptures, I am 
ready, on any future -occaſion, to furniſh him with 
quotations quite adequate, to effectually prove ſuch my 
laſt aſſertions, that to reſuſe to pay, is quite contrary 
to reaſon, and to the Holy Scriptures : ſo is he again 
roundly confuted, and if he hath any modeſty or ho- 
neſty in his compoſition, let him ſhow it by a juſt ac- 
knowledgement, and by inſerting his name and place 


of abode; concerning which I am not much at a loſs to 
judge, and may ſoon become aſcertained. As to the mat- 


ter of his quotation, ** Freely ye have received, freely 
« give,“ no perſon with ſober rea/on, or the bleſſing of 
a ſound mind, can, with any good degree of reQitude, 
| ſuppoſe that any juſt cauſe for their illegally with-hold 
ing tithes, conſtitutionally laid on the eſtates, and freely 
given and granted for ſuch purpoſe by their anceſtors 
in parliament aſſembled, for themſelves and poſterity, 
and confirmed by the King for himſelf and his ſucceſ- 
ſors. The text laſt mentioned never meant, or was un- 
derſtood to mean, any ſuch matter as refuſing to pay 
legal tithes, nor was it ſo underſtood, for during, or 
any part of the 1600 years following, by either the 
apoſtles, their ſucceſſors, or any /ociety whatever, until 
a poor, ignorant ſhoe-maker, by name George Fox, took 
it in his head, ſuperſtitiouſly to put that unwarrantable 
conſtruction on a very innocent prohibition, againſt the 
apoſtles making a bargain by way of ſelling the ge/pe/ 
they had given them to preach ; or ſaying, if you will 
give me ſo much, I will preach to you, but not to prevent 
payment of legal tithes to legal preachers, which there 
then was, both Jewiſh and Heathen ; nor to prevent 

them 
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them, the apoſtles, or their ſucceſſors, or Chriſtian 
preachers, receiving the benevolent gifts of the people, 
either in private, or legally, or nationally beſtowed, for 
food and raiment, or the means of procuring the ſame. 
So is that text very abſurdly quoted on this occaſion, 


and ſheweth a deprevation of reaſon, or a ſpecies of 
ſpiritual blindneſs approximating to madneſs. 


THOMAS CROWLEY. 


Walworth, 
November, 10, 1778. 


Correct Quotations from the Holy Scriptures ; 
Read over in the Meeting, in Gracechurch-Street, by T. C. 


66 O unto you, ſcribes and phariſees, hypocrites ; 

for ye pay tithe of mint and aniſe, and com- 
& min, and have omitted the weighter matters of the 
% law, Judgment, Mercy, and Faith : T heſe ought ye ts 
c hade done, and not to leave the other undone.” — Mar. 


23d Chap. 23d Verſe, 


« Wo unto you phariſees ; for ye tithe, mint and 
rue, and all manner, of herbs, and paſs over Fudg- 
« ment and the Lowe of God: Theſe ought you to have 


„done, and not to leave the other undone.” —LUKE, 11th 
Chap. 42d Verſe, 


« bear 


%‚ n N)Y)hké;” cr 
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] bear them record, that they have a zeal of God, 
« But not according to knowledge ; for they being ignorant 
«« of God's righteouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh 
« their own righteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted to the 
«© Righteouſneſs of God.” —RomMans, ioth Chap. Ver. 
2 and 3. 


«© Though I beſtow all my goods to feed the poor, 
„ and though I give my body to be burnt, and have 
„% not Charity, Cor the lowe of God and man) it pro- 


« fiteth me nothing.” — 1ſt Cokix THIANs, 13th Chap. 
Verſe 3. | 


Let every ſoul be ſubject to the higher powers; for 
% the powers that be, are ordain'd of God. Whoſoever 
« therefore reſiſteth the power, reſiſteth the ordinance 
«© of God; and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to them- 
„ ſelves Damnation. Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſub- 
«« jet, not only for wrath, but for Conſcience Sale. 
«© Render therefore to all their Dues.” —Romans, 13th 
Chap. Verſe 1, 2, 5. 


«© The wiſdom, from above, is without partia/ity, and 
«© without hypocri.”-—Janss, 3d Chap. 17th Verſe. 


Submit yourſelves to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord's Sate: Whether it be to the King, as ſupreme ; 
or unto governors, for the puniſhment of evil doers, 


and the praiſe of them who do well. For fo is the 


** Will of God. Fear God. Honour the King.” —PzTER, 
2d Cap. Verſe 13 to 17, 


Quere. 


„ 


rere. How does it conſiſt with fearing Grd! or 
honouting the King! to refuſe to obey the doctrine of 
Cheri, and the Laws of the King, is omaha rela- 
te Tithes ? 


For ſuch evident and cogent reaſons, is it, that Thomas 
Crowley deſires Liberty of Conſcience, to do his evident duty 
withont Cenſure; and that it may be, for the ſake of 
promoting ſinceri ty and truth, extended to the Youths 
of the Society, in an eſpecial manner, and to all fincree 
enquirers after Truth. 


P. S. See Paur's 1ſt Epiſtle to Timothy, Chap. 6, Ver. 


3 to 14, and 17 to 19. 


To the Printer of a Morning Paper. 


EING myſelf, this morning, at the Quakers-Meet- 
ing in White-Hart-Court, Gracechurch-Street, and 
finding a perſuaſion of mind, that, as father of a family, 
*twas my Teaſonable duty to uſe rational means, or 
perſuafive reaſons to convince them, that it would be 
for the true intereſt of the ſociety and poſterity, to allow 
Liberty of Conſcience, relative to the matter of conſcien- 
tiouſly obeying the laws of the ſupreme legiſlature of 
this nation, in reſpect of legal Tithes, legally demanded, 
as, or towards means of the national miniſters of the 
goſpel, finding their families in food and raiment, agree- 
able to the doctrine of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and to 
britiſe 


« 
4 
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S ritiſb Ads of Parliament, made long before the Sdelety 
exiſted, and often ſince confirmed. I ſtood up with an 
honeſt, chriſtian, benevolent intention of informing 
their underſtandings of their legal, parliamentary and 
rational, as well as religious, indiſputable, explicit 
duties —oat, I was prevented by an ungentleman- lite, un- 
chriſtian, rude conduct of Is AA SHARPLESsS, and other 
Preachers, among them, breaking- up the Meeting ab- 
ruptly, beſore the uſual hour, and without the uſual 
concluſion of prayer, in order, as evidently appeared, 
to prevent the auditory from hearing me; for which 
juſt reaſon, not willing the ſociety ſhould be ſo wholly 
precluded, from ſuch neceſlary information and chriſtian 
doctrine, am now diſpoſed to promulgate, in print, the 
honeſt ſentiments I had in view to communicate, viva 
voce, if I had not been ſo uncharitably, unmercifully, 
and unjuſtly prevented, viz. That having happily at- 
tained ſome proficiency in the hiſtories of the various 
ſyſtems and creeds of faith in all nations, and finding, 
that by honeſt hiſtorians, it appears evident, that there 
are in this habitable planet, the terraqueous globe, an a- 
mazing number of creed of faith, and different churches. 
I have, from thence, found myſelf diſpoſed, in ſinceri- 
ty, to inveſtigate the Cauſe ; and, after a ſhort contem- 
plation, I found, in my conſcientious underſtanding, 
a ſolution of /o arduous taſk, viz. As there are, and ever 
ſince the creation have been, two very different ſpirits ſuf- 
fered to actuate the minds of mankind ; the /pirit of Chriſt, 
and the ſpirit of Antichrift ; to ſpeak in ſcripture larguage, 
er in the modern language, the ſpirit of truth and the 
ſpirit of error; the latter being the voice of the franger, 
er the fal/e fire of enthu/iaſm. The Divine Spirit of 

F truth 


any right, either chriſtian or rational. 


(42 Þ 


truth leads the true ſheep, or followers of our Savior, 


into all truth and out of errors; and they all are, in my 


eſtimation, although of various denominations, of the one 
true Church Militant, and love one another, and, in 
conſequence, are charitably diſpoſed, to allow each 
other to hearken to, and obey the Voice of the true 
Shepherd, The Lamb, ſlain from the Foundation of the 
World, agreeable to the talen t or talents, 1, 2, 5, or 
10, graciotfſly beſtow'd on them, by the Divine Father 
of the fpirits of all fleſh ;—and they all of them aim to 
do as well, as they know, and therefore, and for that rea- 
fon, I eſteem them all of the true Church, with whom J 
have communion, and give them my right-hand of fellow- 
fhip, as fincere honeſt Stewards, employing their ſever- 
ral gifts conſcientiouſly, agreeable to their religious per- 
ſuations, and being honeſt enquirers after truth, all 
learn the grand ſpecific Chriftian Law, © To do as they 
awould be done by; and, in conſequence, to benevolent- 
ly and 'generouſly allow Liberty of Conſcience.—On the 
contrary, the falſe Church'of Antichriſt or Enthuſiaſm, 
or thoſe who follows the Voice of the Stranger, are. 
proud, faperfiitions, inhoral, or viſionary Lovers of their 
own Power, und too generally want to u/urp Dominion 
over Conſcience, and where they cannot poflibly have 
Since it may be 
very clearly demonſtrated, that ſuch U/urpation is no 
leſs than à eu Rebellion againſt the Majeſty of Hea- 

ver! hoſe ſole right it is to govern Conſcience; fo are 
they the ſubjeets of the grund Adverſary cf the ſouls of 
Mankind; and if they do ub repent and forſake their fal/e 
Love, und Tyranny, will muſt certainly, after this ter- 
e 3 * 4 wy * . : \ in 
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reſtrial period of probation, become his miſerable ſubjects 
in the uzquenchable Fire, prepared for the Devil and his 


Angels. 
A Lover of Truth, and of all Mankind, [ 
who, in Sincerity, mean-well, 4 | 
THOMAS CROWLEY: f 
Walworth, | 


November 25, 1778. 


Quotations from the Prophet Iſaiah, Toth chap. 
Lo 6 
O to them that decree unrighteous decrees, 10 


and that write grievouſneſs, which oy" have 
<6 preſcribed,” 


'«c 


I will be againſt a W people, tlie 1 


«« of my wrath, and tread them down like the mire of 
the ſtreets,” 


And the light of Ifcael ſhall be for a fre, and his 


Holy One for a Flame; and ſhall burn and defroy his 
„ thorns and briars.” 


No go to, write it before them in a table, and 
note it in a book, that it may be fer time to come 
F 2 | «© for 
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« for ever and ever, That this is a rebellious people, 

« lying children ; children that will not hear the /aww of 
« the Lord; who ſay to the /eers, ſee not, and to pro- 
«« phets, propheſy not to us right things, ſpeak to us 
c ſmooth things, propheſy deceipts. Wherefore, thus 
« faith the Lord, the Holy One of Iſrael, becauſe ye de- 
e ſpiſe this Word, and truſt in oppreſſion and perwer/ene/5, 

„ and fray thereon, therefore ian ſhall overtake 


„ you unwares.” 


Thi riend, and a Well-wiſher to u , 


A Rationa! Chriſtian, 


THOMAS CROWLEY. 


PAT. ©C being very ſenſible of the Quakers dan- 
gerous and cruel private difcipline, (when miſapplyed 
to honeſtly paying of Tithes) ſuperſtitiouſly exerciſed by 
them, has determined to ſet up his and the apoſtle Paul's 
private diſcipline, ſee 1ſt Cor. 5th Chap. few laſt verſes, 


Idem, 
| > © 


Quotatiaas from Paul's Epiſtle to Timothy, 


F any Man teach otherwiſe, and conſent xo? to 
90 wholſome words, even the words of our Lord 


_ «« Jeſus Chriſt, and to the doctrine which is according 
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t ment, without ſpot, unrebukable, until the appearing 


=o 


o Godlineſs; he is proud, knowing nothing, but 
«++ doting about queſtions, and ſtrifes of words, where- 
« of cometh envy, railings, evil ſurmiſings, perverſe 
« diſputings of men of corrupt minds, and deſtitute of 
the truth, ſuppoſing that gain is Godlineſs: From 
„ ſuch withdraw thyſelf. But Godline/s with content- 
ment is great Gain. For we brought nothing into this 
« world, and we can carry nothing out. And having 
% food and raiment, let us therewith be content. But 
© they who will be rich, fall into temptation and a ſnare, 
and into many fooliſh and hurtful luſts, which drown 
men in deſtruction and Perdition. For the love of 
« money is the root of all evil; which while ſome co- 
« veted after, they have erred from the faith, and 
«« pierced themſelves through with many Sorrows, But 
* thou O man, flee theſe things, and follow after rigbte- 
% oufſneſs, godline/s, faith, love, patience, meekne/i. Fight 
«« the good fight of Faith; lay hold on Eternal Lite, 
«« whereunto thou art alſo called. I give thee charge, in 
« the ſight of God, that thou keep this command- 


« of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” iſt Timothy, 6th Chap. 
Ver. 3 to 14. 


« Charge them who are rich in this world, that 
« they be not high minded, nor truſt in uncertain riches, 
« but in the Living God, who giveth us richly all things 
* to enjoy; That they do goed, that they be rich in good 
% or lt, ready to diſtribute, willing to communicate; lay- 
«« ing up, in ſtore, for themſelves, a good Foundation 
« apainſt the time to come, that they may lay hold on 


Eternal Life.” Same Chap. Verſe 17 to 19. 1 


Quotaions 
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Quotations from the Evangelical Pro pert Haiah, 


Sent to 1/aac Sharples, Jobn Townſend, Thomas Cor- 
byn, Daniel Mildred, &c. 


vs O unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, 
6s and that write grievouſneſs which they have 


<< preſcribed.” Jaiah, 1oth Chap. Ver. 1, and 6, 17. 


„ I will be againſt a hypocritical people, the people 
„of my wrath, and tread them down as the ire of 
c“ the ſtreets.” 


« And the light of Iſrael all be for a fire, and his 
% floly One for a flame; and ſhall Burs and defiroy his 


„ thorns and briars.“ And then ditto, zoth Chap. Ver. 
8, and following. 


* Now go to, wiite it in a table, and note it in a 
„ book, that it may be for the time to come, for ever 
and ever; that this is a rebellious people, lying Chil- 
aren ; children that will ot hear the /aw of the Lord; 
which ſay to the /eers, ſee not; and to the prophets, pro- 
pheſy not to us right things, ſpeak to us ſmooth things, 
propheſy deceipts, Wherefore, . thus ſaith the Lord, 
the Holy One of Jſarel, becauſe ye truſt in oppreiox 


and perver/ene/s, and Pay thereon, therefore ſhall Judę - 
ment overtake you at unawares.” | 


<c 
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Tranſcribed by THOMAS CROWLEY ; 
As being applicable to /elf-righteous, ſuperſtitious, proud, 


obNlinate QUAKERS, 
| And 
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And T. C. being ſenſible, from long experience, of 
the Quakers very «njuft and cruel perverfion and miſappli- 
cation of the private Di/cipline, wiſely eſtabli ſhed by the | 
great Apoſtle Paul, in order to corrett the vices, immo- | 
ralities and ſuperſtition, there enumerated, iſt Cor. 5th 
Chap. 11 and 13 Ver. But very unhappily and diſho- q 
neſtly perverted and miſapply'd by mified Quakers, to dif- | 
courage fincerity and juſtice, and compliance with our Sa- | 
viour's own doctrine, as well as the juſt laws of our coun- 
try, relative paying Tithes, &c. hath determined to re- 
evert to, and practice, the ancient, tree, Chriſtian, Apoſ- 
tolick Diſcipline, agreeable to the original Intention, ſo 
left on record for inſtruction and conformity. There- 
fore, he who defrauds the Parſon, under a Prentence of 
Conſcience, in this highly favour'd age of mild Govern. = 
ment and legal Liberty of Conſcience, muſt not expect to de- 
ceide T. C. having duly confidered, tis left on ſacred 
record, that he who offendeth in one Point, 2s guilty of : 
the whole Law ; or in other words, as I underſtand, he 41 
*uho is inſincere in one Point, is liable to be found / ir 
x//; Therefore it is, in Point of Prudence, needful to be- #1 
aware. And further, T. C. hath to obſerve, he who 
will not allow of Liberty of Con/crence to others, doth not 
deferve it himſelf, and properly ſpeaking is no Chri/tian, | 
fince he therein renounces the grand, important, /pecific , | 
Chriſtian Law, wiſely inſtituted by our Saviour himſelf ; 
« As ye would that others ſhould do unto you, Jo do ye unte 

them. But every Quaker likes to have Liberty of Con- | 
ſcience himſelf ; therefore is it his indiſpenſible duty to al- i 
low it to others, and the Society to their members, ſo far | 
as to allow them without cenſure, to conſcientiouſly con- ” 
form to the doctrine of our Saviour and hisApoſites, rela- | 
tive 
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tive Tithes, Cc. and which Payment is no where prohibi: 


ed, fave in 2nakers Books and Writings. - And N. B. If 
the private Diſcipline was duly put in practice againſt 
JSuperftitions,. falſe zealots, T. Corbyn, J Townſend, J. 
Waring, T. Finch, ſen. and others of their claſs, it would 
do more real good in the promotion of rue Chriftian 
Principles, and diſcouraging the contrary, than if exerted 
againtt all the honeſt Tithe Payers in England; or elſe 
where. Wherefore I ſincerely recommend, a juſt and ho- 
neſt Application, inlieu of unchriſtian Perverſion thereof, 


P. S. Poor Dame T:ftimony ! ſhe appears quite ſuper- 
annuated; I heartily wiſh her a Quiet Exit. — Religious 
enthuſiaſm, and political enthuſiaſm have one and the 
ſame fource, in the corrupt, natural, or ungenerate 
ſtate of man : Witneſs the religious enthuſiaſm of the 
erroneous, unjuſt, unchriſtian Minute of 1706—and the 
political enthufiaſm of the preſent Rebel Americans; e- 
qually repugnant to juſtice and ſobriety, and to Chriſtian 
doctrine, eſtabliſhed by our | Savicur himſelf, and his 
_— f 


Prov. 11th Chap. Ver. 9. „The Mouth of an Hypo» 
* crite deſtroyeth his Neighbour: 2 


Luke, 12th Chap. Ver. 1. *© Beware of the Leaven 
* of the Phariſees, which is Hypocri/y.” 


Job, 8th Chap. ver. 13. The Hope of the Hypo- 
* crite ſhall fail.” | 


Job. 


Ne eee = . 


E 
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9%, 13th Chap. Ver. 16. A Hypoerite ſhall not 
& {tand before me.“ 


Ditto, 20th Chap. Ver. 5. The Joy of the po- 
te crite is but for a Moment.“ | 


Ditto, 15th Chap. Ver. 34. The Congregation of 
% Hypocrites ſhall be deſolate.” 


Ditto, 36th Chap. Ver. 13. The Hypocrites heap 
% up Wrath.” | 


Jalab, 33d Chap. Ver. 14. . Fearfulneſs ſhall ſur- 
« priſe the Hypocrite. | 


Mat. 6th Chap. Ver. 35. When thou prayeth 
© or faſteth, thou ſhall not be as the Hypocrites. 


Mat. 23d Chap. Ver. 23. , 
Luke, 11th Chap. Ver. 2. to the Hypocricer.” 


A Rational Chriftian, | 


THOMAS CROWLEY. 


Walworth, 
January 20, 1779. 


N. B. As 1 have been, by ſore pretended fien's, 
ungratefully and rudely treated, in returning by the 
poſt, at my expence, double and treble, and ſome ſingle, 
my letters of Coriſtian and Apoftolick Doctrine, which let- 

& ters 


| 
N 
1 
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ters I had before paid the poſtage of to them; ſo mali- 
ciouſly, or unjuſtly, returning evil for good, the very 
reverſe of true Chriſtianty I have therefore given orders 
to my ſervants, that no return'd letters be taken in, un- 


leſs the poſtage be paid back ; ſo of late they have lain 
in the office for uſe of the poſtmaſters, Secretary, 
Clerks, &. © 


Idem, 
To. i, 


Coty of a Letter to Dr. Forthergill and T. Finch: 


Dear Friend, 


EWARE of the bigotry of 2 being the 
fruits of the emiſſaries of the grand Adverſary, 
transforming himſelf into the deceivable appearance of 
an Angel of Light, the falſe fire of enthufia/m, deſcrib'd by 
John the Divine, as the great Dragon of the wilder- Þ 
neſs, which hath been the intermediate cauſe of more 
cruelty and deveſtation, and ſpiritual perſecution, then] 
all other principles together. The tree is known by Þ 
its fruits, and by their fruits ye may know them : a good 
tree doth not bring forth corrupt fruit;“ nor doth the 
Divine Spirit of Truth ever lead to perſecute, either 
publickly or ſlyly for Conſcience Sake ; or becauſe of honeſt, 
ſincere conformity to ſcripture and reaſon, in oppoſition 


to ſuperſtition, not founded in the Holy. Scriptures, — 
the 


6519 
the very reverſe, a dreadful and tremendous Error ! | 
taking in conſequences, but *tis not too late to amend ; | | 


but each for one muſt repent and forſake, elſe will the 
juſt judgmentr, of the omni/cient Aut ber of our being, be- 


* come terribli. 
rs | 
n- | | 
in a | (1 
78 THOMAS CROWLEY, l 
4 alwor 1 h, 
January 29, 1779. , 
C. | 
Copy of a Letter to Iſaac Sharpleſs, 
h: | 
INVOCATION: 4 
Oh, thou ! the God, who high in heaven reſides, | 4 
the Whoſe eye o'erſees me, and whoſe wi/dom guides; $ 
19, Save me from all the guilt, and all the pain, 5 
ot That luſt of pleaſure brings, and luſt of gain; ! 
| by In trials fix me, and in perils ſhade ! 0 
ler- *Gainſt foes proteR me; gainſt my paſſions aid! [| 
ore In wealth, my guardian, and in want, my guide! { 
hen 'Twixt a mean flattery, and a drunken pride. 
by With life's more dear ſenſations warm my heart, I 
ood Tranſport to feel, benevolence to impart ; ' F 
the Each hemefelt joy, each publick duty ſend, | i 
= Make me, and give me, all things as a friend; W 
let, 


G2 But * 
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But moſt protect, and guard me in a mind, 

Not reaſhly bold, nor abjectly declin'd ; 

And oh ! when intereſt e'ery virtue hides, 

When error blinds, and prejudice miſguides, 
Alike thy grace, alike thy truth impart, 

Beam on my ſoul, and triumph o'er my heart. 
Thy word, O God! my ſcience and delight, 
Task of my day, reflection of my night. 

We're taught that he who ſuffers is but tre 
And he who wanders ſtill may find « guide; 
Sanction, with truth, reward with virtue join'd ! 
Life without end, and laws that reach the mind ! 
Happy the man, who ſuch a guide can take, 
Whoſe character is never to forſake. 

Oh! thou, the ſource of uncreated ligt, 
Hallow my lips and guard me while I qurite ; 

Oh! judge, and guide, and guardian of my ways, 
Teſt of my deeds, and umpire of my praiſe, 

True to the clear, unbiaſs'd, humble %u, 
Who, trembling, ſeeks her, as the ſteel its pole. 


Dear Friend, 


TY great ſcarcity of honeſt workers in the vineyard, 
and thence thy eminent ſtation in the ſociety, 
having afforded thee very great influence, if thou in 
the decline of a well ſpent /ife (upholding ſuperſtitious 
doctrine excepted) ſhould become ſo happily influenced, hy 
the divine illumination of uncreated /ight ! as to adopt, and 

| practice, 
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practice, and recommend, the great univerſal duty of ho- 


nefly and fincerity, and doing juſtly, in all caſes, agree- 


able to law and reaſon, and to the doarine of our Savi- 


our and his apoſtles, as recorded in the Scriptures of 


truth; thou may then rationally hope and expect to lay 
down in peace and joy in the Holy Gho/t : But I pray thee 
remember, that to allow every conſcientious ſervant of 
the Living God, to exerciſe the talent gracioufly given 


him, for improvement, by the all-wiſe Creator, is an in- 


cum duty of every true Chriſtian, ſo allowing a juſt 
Liberty of Conſcience, both which hath been cruely and 


uncharitably denied me. I would wiſh thee, as a real 


friend, and well-wiſher, to recolle& the procuring cauſe 
of my being excommunicated, for neither more nor 
leſs than truly, and conſcientiouſly, doing my duty, in 
ſincerity and integrity.— This intended expulſion was cer- 
tainly the corrupt fruit, and the very reverſe of the good 
fruit, of charity and chriftian forbearance; and I requeſt, 
as I have been long unmercifully perſecuted for Conjcience 
Sake, that thou would rationally and charitably ani- 
madwert on the Doctrine of our Saviour, „If thy bro- 
ther offend thee, and he returns and faith, I repent, 
thou ſhall forgive him;“ but here no doubt, in fxcer:ty, 
was meant : now thou has greatly and uncharitably of- 
fended me, for no other cauſe than, in frcerity and 
Faith, doing my duty, agreeable to ſcripture and reaſon, 
illyminated by the Grace of God ; and if thou doth not 
return and do me juſtice, at the Monthly Meeting of 
Devonſhire-houſe, where the unchriftian and uncharitable 


enpreſſion originated, thou will have no juſt title to ex- 


pect forgiveneſs here, or at the Bar of Divine impartial 
Juflice, at the Final Deciſion, before the tremendous 


Judge, 


—— 
— 
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Judge, who knows the ſecrets of all hearts, and who ſerve 
him conſcientiouſly, and who are actuated by human 
combination, and human applauſe; but I doubt, how- 
ever that latter may be a temporary comfort here. *twill 
not prevail at the laſt, if not founded on conſcious Inte- 
grity and Sincerity towards God, as ſupreme Director of all 
his true, genuine, faithful ſervants : Theſe things reſting 
with ſome fervour on my mind, I could not well forbear 
to communicate, and have ſome hope the ſame may be 
received in Lowe and Charity. As it is written, © The 


terte is known by its fruits, and by their fruits we may known 


them. If Piety and Charity, or the true love of God and 
man, preferable to human Applauſe, do not prevail, 
there is in every ſuch caſe, great room for any ſuch 
perſon to be jealous of being miſled by the voice of the 
ranger; My ſheep bear my voice, and follow n,; 
but the voice of the ſtranger they will not follow, nor can 
for Conſcience Saxe: So may all have their eye ſingle 
to his honour and glory, and the real good and /alvation 
of ſouls, is my ſincere and hearty prayer, to the father 
of every good and perfect gift. 


I reft, in patience, thy much injured Friend, 
and rational Chriſtian, 
THOMAS CROWLEY. 


Watlworth, 
Fibraury 8, 1779. 


P. 8. Many 
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P. S. Many appear to have ſuffered their falſe zea/ to 


have extinguiſhed their charity, which hath been too 
much by far the caſe with T. Corbyn, and alſo with the 
ruling Elders of Devonſhire-houſe Meeting. 


Copy of a Diſſertation, ilerted i in many * 
News Papers. 


Confiderations why the People calld Quarters ought, in 
Reaſon and Tuſtice to honeſtly and chearfully, Pay 
Tit he ſy VIZ, 


ECAUSE, iſt, the apoſtle Paal aſſerts, © Tis ſo or- 


dained of the Lord, that he who preacheth the goſ- 


pel ſhall live of the goſpel, or have the means afforded 
him of procuring food and raiment for himſelf and 
family, 

2d, Tithes are in this country the free gift of the 
whole people, by their repreſentatives in Parliament, and 
were ſo long before the Society of Quakers exited. 


34. Our Saviour as recorded in Matthew 23d Chap. 
23d Ver. and 11th Chap, of Luke, 42d Ver. aſſerts, 
That Tithes ought to be paid, or which is tantamount, 
ought net be undone or unpaid. 


4th. Tithes 


0 
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4th. Tithes are orginally, and ſo continue, nt laid 
on Quakers, as ſuch, but on the houſes and lands, and 
produce ; and Quakers make themſelves accountable 
by voluntarily taking and keeping poſſeſſion of fuch 
eſtates, whereon zithes were before legally laid in perpe- 


tuity ; and 'tis abſurd to voluntarily to take poſſeſſion, 
and after to refuſe to comply with the terms known be- 


fore: ſo is the doctrine ab/urd, unjuſt, unchriſtian, un- 


apoſtolic, illegal and diſbonourable, and quite contrary to 
the Holy Scriptures, to reaſon and to parliamentary right, 
or in other words, is contrary to both law and goſpel, 
and ſo cannot ariſe from a conſcience towards Ged ; but 
it appears evidently to be a ſlaviſh Fear of offending ſu- 
perſtitious people, which operates to keep up the farce 
of Dame Teſtimony.— And N. B. it very evidently ap- 
pears to me, that all religion, which is not founded in 


fucerity is no better than a farce, 


A rational Chriſtian, 


THOMAS CROWLEY. 


Walkworth, 


March 4, 1779. 


C 


1 


Copy of a Letter to Iſaac Sharpleſs. 


Laac Sharpleh 


Have more than once repeated in publick, and the 
laſt time thou waz under my notice, and in London, 
thou alſo very juſtly repeated, the doctrine of the Divine 
Author of the chriſtian religion, viz. The ſpirit of truth 
leads into all truth, and out of error: And now to ho- 
neſtly apply, reipecting the matter of defrauding of, or 
refuſing to comply with, the legal and chriftian demands 
of the national miniſtry of the goſpel, on the people, 
call'd Quakers, who voluntarily, and without the par- 
ſons conſent, take and keep poſſeſſion of houſes and eſ- 
tates, whereon tirhes were long before given in perpetuity 
by the legal repre/entatives, of the Right owners of ſuch 
eſtates, in Parliament aſſembled, towards the /egal, 
means of the lawful, eftabliſhed miniſter of the pariſh, at 
any time in queſtion, procuring for himſelf, and family, 
food and raiment ; it evidently appears to me, that the 
Quaſter who /o thruſts himſelf into an houſe or eſtate vo. . 
luntatily, and then refuſeth to pay the miniſter his in. 
diſputable, clear, legal, and parliamentary claim, doth 
not therein do as, in the like ſituation, he would like to 
be done unto ; but is abſolutely an act of inju/tice, and 
therefore *tis not poſſible that any Quaker ſhould be led 
to ſuch conduct, by the divine /pirit of truth, and righteouſe 
neſs ; and ſo the doctrine very evidently appears to have 
ariſen from reſentment, which however juſtifiable in the 
laſt century, is abſurd, and is now kept up by a falſe 
H zeal, 
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zeal, not according to knowledge 3 which hath very un- 
happily izvolv'd a great number of ſuch, who privately 
know better, in the dreadful ſin of infincerity, diſimula- 
tion, and hypocriſy, through a {laviſh fear of offending the 
falſe zealots and conſequent dealings with (and the Lord, 
who knows the ſecrets of all hearts, knows this has oc- 
eaſioned very great declenſion, from fincerity and honefty 
without which there is no /alvation) for which very co- 
gent reaſons, it is very evidently the abſolute Duty of the 
ſociety, in the fight of the creator, to allow and efabli/ 
a liberty of conſcience, relative to this matter. I reſt, 
with permanent breathings of love and good-will, a 
hearty well-wiſher to all mankind, and eſpecially to the 
miſtaken in judgment, ſincerely deſiring their better /- 
iumination and conſequent reformation. 


A rational Chriſtian, 


| THOMAS CROWLEY. 
Walworth, | 


March 13, 1779. 


P. S. Some friends have ungenteelly accuſed me of 
Tautology, but I would willingly hope, that as the ſub- 
ject matter is merely ſuperſtitious, and the object of pity, 
and a degree of contempt, to all rational people, who 
have ſeriouſly conſidered the matter; I have only to 
apologize tor repetition, that 'twas moſt of it occaſioned 
by writing on t] > ſame ſubject to a variety of perſons in 

private, without intention of Publication, this being 
an after ma_ ; and further, I may alledge, in excuſe, 
the 
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the dofrine of an ancient, eminent and very honeſt worthy 
miniſter of the goſpel, of the ſociety, in the days of my 
youth, who being by profeſſion an apotbecary, uſed to be 
called by ſome ſenſible friends, a good doctor of both 
ſoul and body, and whoſe ſenſible Chriſtian doctrine I 
have often, in the days of my youth, ſet under with much 
| ſecret ſatisfaction: I well remember he uſed often, after 
preaching ſound, rational, chriſtian doctrine, to remind the 
audience, that he was very ſenſible they had heard ſuch 
things before, but by way of ;u/tification, in reſpect of repe- 
tition, he told the audience, that what was never enough 
practiſed, could not be too often inculcated. 


Idem, 
= ©. 


Copy of a Letter to One of the Superior 
Clergy: 


May it pleafe your Lordſbip, 


T is now more than two years ago, that I had the 
honour of ſetting a time with your lordſhip, in con- 
verſation on the ſubject of my pamphlet, and the Qua- 
kers doctrine of not paying T ithes, or rather of the ſociety 
entering and retaining on their books of record, rules 
to require their members, (although born and educated 
among them) as the condition of memberſhip, to 4di/- 
obey the laws of the Legiſlature, relative Tithes 4 0 
2 an 


> 


„ 


and I have ever ſince maturity, and before, really judged 
ita Duty to pay all legal pecuniary aſſeſſments on my 
eſtates; and am confident: there is not any prohibition 
in the Holy Scriptures, but very much the contrary. I 
laid my caſe before council, as being diſowned by the So- 
Cicty, for paying and defending the practice, and being 
a caſe without preſident, the Attorney General hath not 
yet given his opinion, in writing, reſpeding the pro- 
priety of petitioning Parliament, for leave to bring in a 
Bill, to make it unlawful for the Society to retain, or 
re- enter ſuch diſobedient and undutiful Rules on 
their Books, and to cauſe them to be annull'd, or 
deſtroyed, as often as found to contain ſuch like ungrate- 
ful, unjuſt, illegal, Rules, tending to defraud the clergy 
of their parliamentary right ; and as they, the Society, 
have, by diſowning me, given me an advantage over 
them, which no other man hath: If this opportunity 
be loſt, ſuch another may never offer ; and, as I am ready 
to ſupport ſuch a meaſure of application to parliament, 
with proper atteſtations, I am of the judgment it would 
eventually do much good, to both the clergy, and alſo 
to the Society, moſt of whom, I judge, are not con- 
ſcientious in refuſing to pay, but kept in awe, through 
fear of the private diſcipline ; in which reſpect I have 
had reſolution enough to diſpiſe the miſapplication 
thereof to honeſt Tithe Payers.—The Attorney General, 
to whom I gave Five Guineas Fee, in the year 1776, and 
who told me he believed he could not give me his opi- 
nion that year, hath now had it more than two years 
under his notice; and I now purpoſe to require his 
written opinion, or elſe to return the fee. And I hope 
the biſhops will all think it a fair opportunity of pro- 

| curing 
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euring juſtice done to their poor, inferior Clergy; of whom, 
if I am rightly informed, there are more than 5000, 
whoſe livings are under, and not exceeding 40 /. per 
year : And am confident it cannot be any part of true 
religion to defraud them of any part thereof, or become 
a means of ſuch Injuſtice being done, or continued, 


Jam, c. very reſpectßully, | 


Nur avell-wiſhing Friend, 


THOMAS CROWLEY. 
Walworth, 
December 21, 1778. 


N. B. I left a copy of my caſe (as laid before the Attor- 


ney General) with the Biſhop of London on Saturday | 
laſt. ' 


. 


Copy of a Letter to the Chairman of a Meeting of 
the Clergy, and alſo inſerted in the Public 
Ledger. | 


T this very critics Felcu the reformatic 


of the church, or the practices and ſ 
ech, or yſtem of 
therounto belonging, is under ſo very reſpectable 
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deration, * it may be well for any one, ſuitably qualified, 
to propoſe any uſeful remarks, reſpecting the moſt re- 
markable abſurdities, which having unhappily obtained 
in former ages of papiſtical darkneſs and ſuperſtition, 
were as unhappily retained by the reformed proteſtant 
eſtabliſned Church, whoſe votaries, although com- 
mendable in emerging from many very ſuperſtitious Ar- 
ticles of the church of Rome, have nevertheleſs concurred 
to adopt, and hand down to poſterity, ſome tenets, nor re- 
conciable to the Holy Scriptures, to right reaſon, or to 
common ſenſe ; and as ſuch may be conſidered diſgrace- 
ful to the profeſſors of the Chriſtian Religion, of which 
they are not really any part, as not having been enjoined, 
inforced, or reco mmended by any precept of Chriſt, or 
his apoſtles. I do not in this letter propoſe to enter 
into all the particulars of the Thirty-nine Articles, 
many of which are very well, and ſome others leſs ſo; 
but for the preſent, I purpoſe to confine my Remarks to 
four heads; the impropriety whereof I think can ſcarcly 
have eſcaped the ſilent remarks of every conſiderate 
member of the eſtabliſhed Church, 


The firſt is the Athanaſian Creed, unintelligible, and 
irrational, not capable of demonſtration, by any princi- 
ples of truth, or by the Holy Scriptures ; and therefore 
the creed appears as it were requiring falſe pretences, 
or; untruths, from its profeſſors, who cannot underſtand 
it, 


- — 
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pill was then propoſed in Parliament, reſpecting the 
- nine Articles. | 
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it, and cannot with truth and ſincerity, be properly 
ſaid, to believe what they are incapable of underſtand- 
ing; or of reconciling to the divine principle of right 
reaſon, illuminated by the Grace of Gad, or to the 
Scriptures of Truth ;—ſo may it be ſaid, putting un- 
truths into the mouths of thoſe who are catechiſed 
therefrom. 


The ſecond head is, ſprinkling of infants, very un- 
grammatically, and improperly, called Baptiſm, for 
which adminiſtration to infants of a few days, there can- 
not be found, either precept or practice, in all the Holy 
Scriptures ; nor cannot be rationally, or conſiſtent with 
common ſenſe, ſuppoſed to convey, or infuſe any intel- 
lectual improvement into infants, newly born and help- 
leſs. Abundance more materials, for ſupporting Adult 
Baptiſm, or plunging into, or dipping in, or waſhing 
with pure water, is found in the holy eriptures, as in the 
river Jordan, &c. but I do not remember it any where 
in Holy Writ, enjoined otherwiſe than conſequent to 
preceding faith and belief, which is not applicable to in- 
fants of a few days; and whatever advantage may ariſe 
from real Water Baptiſm, or plunging inte avater, as did 
the diſciples of Chrift, in the river Jordan, &c. I will not 
heſitate to ſuppoſe, that conſiſtent with /eriprure records, 
if Chriſtians, finding it neceſſary, and having faith there- 
in, do, of their own rational Faith and Motion, baptize 
themſelves, it may be of as much ſervice as if done by, 
or under the direction of, any parſon in the priz/ly O 
fice, and much more by an Adult or Youth, of ſuitable 
intellectual advancement, doing it for himſelf, when ne- 
ceflary, and in Faith, than by the moſt eminent of- 

| ficiate, 
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ficiate, to a new-born Infant, at ſuch time, in a ſtate 
incapable of intellectual improvement. 


The third head I mean to touch on is, the preſump- 
tuous and impracticable promiſes required to be made 
by thoſe who are commonly called Godfathers and God- 
mothers, and which Names might be very proper, if the 

erformance of ſuch high Obligations were to them poſ- 
fb le and effected; but it may be fairly preſumed ſuch per- 
formance cannot be effected for others, eſpecially by hu- 
man nature; and therefore are ſuch promi/es wholly unfit 
to be made a praQtice of, in the promiſcuous manner they 
uſual are, it being the proper attribute of God alone, by his 
boly ſpirit to convey ſuch ineſtimable Graces, Bleſſings, 
and godlike Vir tues, to the human ſpecies, as are in a com- 
mon rote way, abſurdly promiſed by poor, incapable, 
finite, and ſinful fellow mortals, to poor innocent babes, 
who are, without ſuch ineffectual ſecurity, under the 
protection of an omniſcient, over-ruling, bountiful Pro- 
vidence; and may be ſafely truſted there, until of age 
and capacity to receive, and underſtand the neceſſary 
tuition, as inſtrumental under the ſame Providence, to 
improve and exalt their intellectual powers; and then, 
as far as ſuch tuition, &c. is found to be practicable, it 
is the proper province of the parents of the child, as far 
as they are capable, to uſe religious and rational means 
of inſtilling into their little minds, the principles of Re- 
ligion and Virtue, and which is all either parents, or 
other. /pon/ors, can with ſafety engage for. 


The fourth head, which I call an abſurdity, is part 
of the matrimonial Ceremony, v With my body I thee 
awo hip; 


0 


aver ſbi > which term, however it may have been uſed 
in former ages, is now, as I conceive, conſtantly under- 
ſtood to deſcribe the reverential effort of the mental fa- 
culties, or that adoration, which ariſeth in the grateful 
Soul, to the Divine Author of his Being and Bliſs, and 
by no means proper to be applied to a mere woman as an 
object, as very abſurd deviation from Scripture Precepts, 
and from divinely illuminated, ſound reaſon, hath a 
tendency to invallidate the Sem, of which ſuch de- 
viating Tenets are a part, 


There may be many other uſeful remarks made, re- 
ſpecting other parts of the eſtabliſhed Syſtem ; but theſe 
being what muſt be obvious to every rational Reader, I 
could not well forbear ſubmitting them, openly, to the 
animadverſion of thoſe, whoſe proper concern it may 
be to promote a Reformation : And I will even preſume 
to wiſh, that the Head of the Church, would graciouſly 
deign to ſtir up the dignified Clergy, to ſo neceſſary and 
good a Work, | 


A rational Chriſtian, 
THOMAS CROWLEY. 
Gracechurch-Street, 
May 4. 177%. 


p. 8. We hold it unlawful to ſwear, agreeable to our 
Saviour, and the Apoſtle James's ſacred doctrine, viz. 
Matthew 5th Chap. 33d Ver. Ye have heard that ſit 

9 „ hath 


| 
* 
: 
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te hath been ſaid by them of old, Thou ſhalt not for- 
„ ſwear thyſelf, but ſnalt perform unto the Lord thine 
ic oath.” Ver. 34, But I ſay unto you, ſwear not 
« at all; neither by heaven, nor the earth, nor thy 
head, &c. but let your communication be, Yea, Yea, 
© and Nay, Nay ; for whatſoever is more than theſe, 
e cometh of evil.” —James, 5th Chap. Ver. 12, * Above 
„all things, my brethen, fwear not, neither by heaven, 
nor by the earth, neither by any other oath ; but let 
* your Yea, be Yea, and your Nay, Nay ; leſt you fall 


« into condemnation.” 


But in as much as many ſuppoſe theſe doArinal texts, 
only applicable to perſonal converſation, or communi- 
cation, which is extrajucial, and not meant to include 
ſolemn Oaths, which are required by law in courts of judi- 
cature ; I do not object to a juſt Liberty of Conſcience 
on this head, mutially, as it may be ſo connected with 
the grand Law of Faſtice, as that juſtice cannot be 
otherwiſe adminiſtered in this Nation, and ſo may be- 
come a matter of neceſſity. 


A Rational Chriſtian, 
THOMAS CROWLEY. 


Walworth, 
March 14, 1779. 
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QOVOTATF IO 
| EXTRACTED FROM 


The Holy Scripture, &c, 


Extrafted from William Penn's Works. 


+0 HE great Caſe of Liberty of Conſcience, ſo 


66 often debated and defended, however diſſatis- 
« factorily to ſuch who have ſo little conſcience as to 
“ perſecute for it.” 


«« By Liberty of Conſcience, we underſtand not only 
« mere liberty of the mind, in believing or diſbelieving 
« this or that principle or doctrine, but the exerci/e of 
« ourſelves in a viſible way of worſhip ; upon our be- 


«« lieving it to be indiſpenſibly required at our hands, 


«« that if we neglect it for fear or favour of any mortal 
man, we fin and incur divine wrath, yet we would 
be ſo underſtood to extend and juſtify the lawfulneſs 
ty of our ſo meeting to worſhip God, as not to contrive 
„er abet any contrivance deffrudtive of the government, 

I 2 « and 
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ec and the laws of the land, tending to matters of ex- 
<« ternal nature, directly or indirectly.“ 


From hence he flates the Queſtion, 


«© Whether impoſition, reſtraint and perſcution upoR 
ce perſons exerciſing ſuch a Liberty of Conſcience, as is 
<< before expreſſed, and ſo circumſtantiated, be not to 
« impeach the Honour of God The Meekneſs of the 
« Chriſtian Religion—The Authority of the Scrip. 
e ture-—The Priviledges of Nature—The Principles of 
„ common Reaſon—The Well-being of Government; 
« and the Apprehenſions of the, greateſt Perſonages of | 
former and latter ages.“ 


All which he goes on to prove, and among other ar- 
guments and aſſertions, ſays, . That it directly invades 
the divine perrogative, and diveſts the Almighty of a 
due proper to none but himſelf, for it is he that has 
«endowed us with thoſe excellent gifts of underſtand- 
« ing, reaſon, judgment and faith, that whoſoever 
„ ſhall interpoſe their authority to enaR faith and worſhip 
«© or to reſtrain us from what we are perſuaded is our in- 
«« diſpenſible duty, they evidently uſurp this authority, 
+ and invade his incommunicable right over con- 
ſcience, for the inſpiration of the Almighty gives un- 
6 deritanding ; and faith is the gift of God, ſays the di- 
vine Writ. That ſuch magiſterical determinations 
„carry an evident claim {to infallibility; that it 
*« enthrones man as king over confcience, the alone juſt 
© claim and privilege of his Creator,” It defeats God's 


6c Work 
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„ Work of Grace, and the inviſible operations of his 
« eternal Spirit; that ſuch perſons aſſume the, judg- 
« ment of the great tribunal to themſelves, and in 
« many more particulars are men accuſtomed to in- 
© trench on divine property, to gratify particular in- 
„ tereſts in the world, and (at beſt) through a miſe 
„ guided apprehenſion imagine they do God good 
« ſervice; that where they cannot give faith they will 
« uſe force, which kind of ſacrifice is nothing leſs un- 
« reaſonable, than the other is abominable. God will 
% not give his honour to another, and to him only 
« who ſearches the heart, and tries the reins, it is our 
« duty to aſcribe the gifts of underſtanding and faith, 
. © without which none can pleaſe God.“ 


« Another great evil which attends external force in 
« matters of faith and worſhip, is, 20 /z/5 than the over- 

« throwing of the whole Chriſtian religion which he 
s evidences in four particulars. ** That there can be 
«© nothing more remote from the nature The prac- 
« tice—The Promotion—The Rewards of it. For where 
« any are religious for fear, and that of men, it is 
« ſlaviſh; and the recompence of ſuch religion is con- 
„ demnation, not peace: Beſides, it is man that is 
« ſerved ; who having no power but what is temporary, 
* his reward muſt be ſo too. He that impoſes a duty 

or reſtrains from one, muſt reward; but becauſe no 
man can reward for ſuch duties, no man can or ought 
to impoſe them, or reſtrain from them; ſo that we 
conclude impoſition, reſtraint and perſecution are 
d:firuive of the Chriſtian religion, in the nature, 


* practice, promotion and rewards of it, which are 
© eternal.” 


« Beſides 
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<< Beſides, they oppoſe the plaineſt teſtimonies of divine 
« Writ rhat can be, which condemn all force upon con- 
*. {cience.** 


« Woe unto them that take council but not of me,“ 
« zoth Ch. If. 1 Ver. And Jeſus called them unto 
« him, and ſaid, ye know that the princes of the Gen- 
« tiles exerciſe dominion over them, and they that are 


«c — exerciſe authority upon them, but, ir ſhall not 
« be ſo amongſt you.“ 


Matthew 28, Ver. 25, 26. 


* And Jeſus ſaid unto them, render unto Cæſar, 


<« the things that are Cæſar's, and unto God the things 
that are God's 


on 
Luke 20, 25. 


„ And when his diſciples ſaw this (that there were 
« non-conformiſts then as well as now) they ſaid, wilt 
« thou, that we command fire to come from heaven, 
« and conſume them as Elias did ? but he turned and 
« rebuked them, and ſaid, ye know not what ſpirit ye 
are of; for the Son of Man is not come to deſtroy 
« men's lives but to ſave them :” Laſtly, . Whatſo- 
„ ever ye would that men ſhould do to you, do ye 
« even ſo to them.” | 


„% Now upon the whole we ſeriouſly aſk, whether 
« any ſhould be impoſed upon, or reſtrained in matters 
« of faith and worſhip ? Whether ſuch practices be- 
come the goſpel, or are ſuitable to Chriſt's meek 


«6 precepts 


6 


ce precepts and ſuffering doctrine? And laſtly, Whether 
* thoſe who are herein guilty, Do to us as they 
% would be done unto by others?“ 


« If you once thought the impoſition of a directory 
“ unreaſonable, and a Reſtraint from your way of wor- 
« ſhip unchriſtian, can you believe that Liberty of 
© Conſcience is changed becauſe the parties in point of 
4% power are? or that the ſame reaſons do not yet re- 
% main in vindication of an indulgence for others, that 
„were once employed by you for yourſelves ? Surely 
* ſuch conjeRures would argue groſs weakneſs !”? 


«© Whether perſecutors at any time read the Scrip- 
« tures, we know not, but certain we are, ſuch prac- 
« tice as little of them as may be, who with ſo much 
« delight rejed them.“ 

In another chapter ſays, that © Impoſition, reſtraint, 
and perſecurion, are deſtructive of the great privilege 
of nature, and principle of reaſon. If God Almighty 
« has made of one blood all nations, as himſelf has 
« declared, and that he has given them ſenſes, both 
« corporeal and intellectual, to diſcern things and their 
«« differences, ſo as to aſſert or deny from evidences 
«« and reaſons proper to each—then where any one en- 
« acts the belief or diſbelief of any thing upon the reſt, 
« or reſtrains any |from the exerciſe of their faith, to 
« them indiſpenſible, ſuch a one exalts himſelf beyond 
« his bounds, inſlaves his fellow creatures —invades 
« their right of liberty, and fo perverts the whole order 
« of nature, It deſtroys all natural affection; for thoſe 

« who 
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«© who have ſo little tenderneſs, as to perſecute men that 
e that cannot for conſcience ſake yield them compli- 
« ance, manifeſtly act i injurious to their ow creatures, 
te and conſequently are enemies to nature. 


It was the ſaying of a perſon once, too great to be 
named now, That liberty of conſcience is every man's 
« natural right; and he who is deprived of it, is a 
« ſlave in the midſt of the greateſt liberty, and ſince 
«« every man ſhculd do, as he would wiſh to be done 
e to, ſuch only do not deſerve to have it, that will rot 
« give it,” | | 


He proves it deſtruQive to reaſon in ſeven particu- 
lars, among which he ſays, ©* He that acts doubtfully, 
« is damned, ſo faith in all as of religion is neceſſary.— 
% Now in order to believe, we muſt will; to will, we 
« muſt judge; and to judge any thing, we muſt firſt 
& underſtand ;——if then we cannot be ſaid to under- 
« ſtand any thing againſt our underſtanding, no more 
© can we judge, will, or believe, againſt our under. 
« ſtanding--Andif the doubter be damned, what muſt he 
« be that conforms direQly againſt his Judgment and 
« belief, and they likewiſe that require it from him? 
In ſhort that man cannot be ſaid to have any religion, 
« that takes it by another man's choice, not his 


« own,” 


Again, * they ſubvert all true religion” —” They 
te delude or rather compel people out ot their eternal 
os Rewards, » 


« Men 


1 


© Men have their liberty and choice in external mat- 
dc ters. They are not compelled to marry this perſon, 
« to converſe with that; to buy here, to eat there, nor 
«« to ſleep yonder ; yet if men had power to impoſe, or 
« reſtrain, in any thing one would think it ſhould be 
in ſuch exterior matters: But that this liberty ſhould 
« be unqueſtioned, and that of the mind deſtroyed, iſ- 
ce ſues here, that it does not embrute us, but unman 
« us, for take away underſtanding, reaſon, judgment, 


4 faith; and like Nebuchadnezzar, let us go graze 
with the beaſts of the field.“ 


&« We next urge they carry a plain contradiction to 
6 government = 


— 


te We declare our readineſs to obey the ordinance of 


* man, which is only relative to human or civil mat- 
6 ters.” 


« But after all their pains and good-will to ſtretch 
« men to their meaſure, they never will be able to ac- 
« compliſh their end.“ 


«© What reproach has followed the Chriſtian religion 


* when the Profeſſors of it have uſed a coercive power 
© upon conſcience ? ” 


Force never yet made either a good Chriſtian, ar 
© a good ſubject. 


K te We 
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% We take the righteous holy God to record, againſt 
all objections that are ignorantly or deſignedly 
« raiſed againſt us, that we hold no principle deſtructive 
« of the Engliſh government,” 


« Whatever the apprehenſians of ſuch may be con- 
« cerning this diſcourſe, it was writ in love, and from 
7 a true ſenſe of the preſent itate or things and time, 
* and the event will vindicate it from untruth ; in the 
% mean while it is matter of great ſatisfaction to the 
© author, that he has ſo plainly cleared his conſcience 
« in pleading for the liberty of other mens, and publickly 
« borne his honeſt teſtimony for God, not out of ſeaſon 
to his poor country.” 


To conclude, ©* What ſhall we ſay then? but that 
« ſome will not that we ſhould live, breathe and com- 
% merce as men, becauſe we are not ſuch modelled 
« Chriſtians, as they coercively would have us. They 
«« might, with as much juſtice and reputation to 
« themſelves, forbid us to look or ſee unleſs our eyes 
10 were grey, black, brown, blue, or ſome one colour, 
« beſt ſuiting theirs: For not to be able to give us 
« faith, or ſave our Conſciences harmleſs, and yet to 
4 perſecute us for refuſing conformity, is intolerable 
« hard meaſure. In ſhort, that coercive way of bring- 
« ing all men to their height of perſuaſion, muſt either 
* ariſe from exorbitant zeal, and ſuperſtition ; ; or from 
« a conſciouſneſs oferror and defect, which is unwilling 
« any thing more ſincere and reformed ſhould take 


« place, 


678) 


| & place, being of that cardinal's mind, who therefore 
« would not hearken to a reformation at the fitting of 
« the council of Trent, becauſe he would not ſo far ap- 
«« prove the reformer's judgment, though otherwiſe he 
« fawas much as any man, the grand neceſſity of a re- 
formation, both of the Roman doctrine and conver- 
, ſation,” 


Further Extracts from William Penn's Eſfay, 
entitled the great Caſe of Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, 


« Debated and defended by the Authority of Reaſon, Scrip- 
© tare and Antiquity, which was fo ſerve the Place of # 
© general Reply to ſuch as had oppoſed a Taleration. 


T O whomſoever men are impoſedly or reſtrictive · 
6c ly ſubje& and accountable, in matters of faith, 
„% worſhip, and conſcience, in them alone muſt the 
« power of judgment reſide ; but it is equally true that 
« God ſhall judge all by Jeſus Chriſt, and that no man 
« js ſo accountable to his fellow creatures, as to be im- 
« poſed upon, reſtrained or perſecuted for any matter 
« of Conſcience whatſoever.” | 


Page 188, Line iv. 


The prophet Iſaiah ſays, © Woe unto them that 
% make a man an offender for a werd, and lay a ſnare 
K 3 6 or 
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« for him that reproves in the gate, and turn aſide the 
« juſt, for a thing of nought.“ 


Chriſt ſays, * They have Moſes and the prophets, | 
ce let them hear them.“ 


& Force makes, inſtead of an honeſt diſſenter, but 
« an hypocritical conformiſt, than whom nothing is 
«© more deteſtable to God and man.” 


Page 194. 


© What reproach has followed the Chriſtian religion, 


„when the profeſſors have a coercive power over 


« Conſcience,” 


«© That which moſt of all blackens the buſineſs is 
« perſecution, for tho? it is very unreaſonable to require 


« faith, where men cannot chuſe but doubt; yet after all to 
* puniſh them for diſobedience 7s crue/ty in the abſtraQ ; 


« for we demand, ſhall men ſuffer for not doing what 
« they cannot do? Muſt they be perſecuted here, if 
they do not go againſt their Conſciences, and puniſn- 
« ed hereafter if they do!“ 


Page 191, Line 5. 


The underſtanding can never be convinced, nor 
«« properly ſubmit, but by ſuch arguments as are ra- 
tional, perſuaſive, and ſuitable to its own nature; 
«« ſomething that can reſolve its doubts, anſwer its ob- 
C jections, enervate its propoſitions,” 


Page 191, Line 22. Ob «© Now 


(FF 3 


4 Now upon the whole, we aſk, what can be more 
** equal, what more reaſonable, than Liberty of Con- 
*« ſcience, ſo correſpondent with the reverence due to 
t Gad and reſpect to the nature, practice, promotion, 
«© and rewards of the Chriſtian religion? — The ſenſe of 
Divine Writ— The great privilege of nature, and 
*« noble principle of reaſon ; the juſtice, prudence and 
6 felicity of government. 


Page 199, Line 7. 


Therefore, Liberty of Conſcience we aſk, as our 
te undoubted right, by the law of God, of nature, of our 
% country; we have long waited for it, we have writ 
« much, and ſuffered in its defence, and have made 
« many true complaints, but found little or ne 
« redreſs.” 


Page 200, 


End of the Quotations from William Penn. 
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"WM | 
THE FOLLOWING 


OUOTATION S 


F R O M 


The HOLY SCRIPTURES. 


* 7 OE unto you fcribes, phariſees, hypocrites, 
wes for ye pay tithe of mint, aniſe and cum- 
% min, and have omitted the weighter matters of the 
% law, judgment, mercy, and faith, (or the love of 
« God:) Theſe ought ye to have done, and not to 
« leave the other undone.” | 


Matt. 23d Chap. 23d Ver. 


24th. © Ye blind guides, who ſtrain at a gnat, and 
« ſwallow a camel.“ 


And again, 11th Chap. Luke, 42d Ver. to ſame 
effect. | 6 


Rom. 13th Chap. Ver. 1 to 7. 


Let every ſoul be ſubjet to higher powers; for 
« there is no power but of God. The powers that be, 


« are ordained of God: Whoſoever therefore reſiſteth 
© the power, reſiſteth the ordinance of God; and they 


« that 
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© that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves damnation : For 
© he is the miniſter of God to thee for good; but if 
© thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth 
„ not the ſword in vain, for he is the minifter of God, 
«« a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doth evil: 
« Wherefore ye mult needs be ſubjet, not only for 
«© wrath, but alſo for Conſcience-ſake.“ 


% For this cauſe pay you tribute alſo, for they are 
God's miniſters, attending continually upon this very 
% Thing: Render therefore to all their dues, tribute 
© to whom tribute is due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, 
© fear to whom fear, honour to whom honour.” 


Titus, 3d Chap. Ver. 1, 2, 


« Put them in mind to be ſubjeR to principalities 
and powers, to obey magiſtrates, to be ready to every 
„ good work, to ſpeak evil of no man, to be no braw- 
lers, but gentle, ſhewing all meekneſs unto all 
« men.“ 


1ſt Peter, 2d Chap. 13 to 17 Ver. 


«© Sumit yourſelves to every ordinance of man for the 
« Lord's ſake, whether it be to the king, as ſupreme, 
« or unto governors, as unto them that are ſent by him, 
„for the puniſhment of evil-doers, and for the praiſe 
„ of them that do well; for ſo is the Will of God, that 
«« with well-doing ye may put to ſilence the ignorance 
« of fooliſh men,” 


1ſt Corr. 


*+ * E622 
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1ſt Corr. 13th Chap. 1 Ver. 


Though I ſpeak with the tongues of men and of 
« angels, and have not Charity, I am become as 
« ſounding braſs, and a tinkling cymbal. Ver, 3d 
„ Though I beſtow all my goods to feed the poor, and 
« though I give my body to burned, and have not 
« Charity, it profiteth me nothing.“ 


«© Apoſtle Paul.“ Judge not, leaſt thou art judged. 
«© Who art thou that judgeſt another's ſervant? to his 
« own maſter he ſtandeth orfalleth.” . Let every one 
ebe fully perſuaded in his own mind; for whatever is 
& not of faith is fin.” 


Robert Barclay's Apology, Ed. 176g. 


| Page 497- 


I « Tt is argument and evident demonſtrations of rea- 
« ſon, together with the power of God, reaching the 
« heart, that can change a man's judgment, and not 
« outward farce, 


501. © Liberty of conſcience as we have aſſerted, is 
&« ſuch an innate and natural part of the Chriſtian re- 
te ligion, that almoſt all the Chriſtian Writers for the 
« firſt three hundred years earneſtly contended for it, 
« condemning the contrary opinion.” 


506. If I may not profeſs and preach that which | 
% am perſuaded in my conſcience is true, it is to no 
«« purpoſe 


(6. 


te purpoſe to ſearch the criptures, or to ſeek to chooſe 
« my own faith by convictions thence derived, ſince 
« whatever 1 therein obſerve and am perſuaded of; I 
muſt ſubje& to the judgment of others in the place 
where I am.“ | 


507. But the true faithful Chriſtian ſuffering, is, 
for men to profeſs what they are conſcientiouſly per- 
« ſuaded is right ſo to do, and neither to do more or 
„ lefs, becauſe of outward encouragement, or dif- 
4 couragement from * 


Copy of a Letter to Iſaae Gray, &c. 


Laac Gray, : 
E pleaſed to remember the ſacred record, ©* The 
Jpirit of truth leads into all truth; but the pecu- 
niary doctrine is not truth, nor juſtice, but the rever/a, 
and is alſo the reverſe of our Seviour's expreſs ſpecific 
doctrine ; (ſee 23d Chap. Matthew, 23d Ver. and 11th 


Chap. Luke, 42d Ver.) and by clear, evident, cogent im- 


plication, is alto the reverſe of the precepts aud doctrine 
of the great apoſtles, Paul, Peter, and James, &c. ſo 
is it very evidently the fruits of the fal fire; By 
their fruits ye ſhall know them.“ The miſtaken, falſe 
zealots, the anceſtors of the preſent Society, in the 
-year 1706, were very evidently and certainly to demon- 
Kration, led into Error, which never could be the _ 
L 0 


. 
0 


|] 
: 
| 
4 
l 


( 82 ) 
of the Divine Spirit of truth an d righteou/aeſe, And N. B. 
this is not intended as a reflection on the preſent gene- 
Tations ; but tis the evident, cogent duty of the pre- 
ſent Society, to relieve the youth and poſterity from ſo 
unrighteous yoke, being continued as the condition of 


memberſhip, ſince it involves in a woful dilemma, the 
children ot friends, being all born ſlaves to a ſuperſtitions 


. Rule of 1506, founded on injuſtice, and is wnchriftian, 
and of a dir/oyal, rebellious Tenor, and very ungrateful to 


a benevolent Legiſlature, who only eighteen years before 
very generouſly and benevolently allowed the Society li- 
berty of conſcience ; but which valuable bleſling they re- 


fuſe to their own members, who being better inform'd 


are conſcientious in paying. 


Q. Is it poſſible that any rational Jring, of maturity 
of age, from whom the divine father of ſpirits hath not 
with-held the great bleſſing of a rational ſeul, as conſti- 
tuting man ſuperior to all the reſt of the animal crea. 
tions, to judge ſo weakly, as to ſuppoſt it agreeable to 
the will of an all-gracious Divine Being, that a whole 
ſociety, and poſterity thereof, ſhould be continued and 


eld in ſuch antichriſtian ſlavery, and injuſtice aud untruth, 
though the wociferation, obflinacy, bigdtry, and falfe zeal, 
of a very few falle Zealott, and Entbifiafti* Forbid it 
Heaven! and let ſuch deceived and deceivers be chain- 


ed down and brought to condign ſilence, or elſe expul- 


ſion. The language of their conduct being apparently 


thus, Importing, although we know by ſacred records, 
that it pleaſes Gd to give different gifts and talents, 1, 
2, 5, Or 10, unayoidably lending to a variety-of fenti- 

4 mente, 
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ments, yet we dont trouble our heads about the Lord's if 
"gifts, we will make you all, at leaſt pretend to think ali, 
: even in a cale that is certainly unchriſtian and unjuſt, 
What i is this, but, in other words, ſaying you muit be 
diſſemblers-or hypocrites to pleaſe us, and preſerve your 
memberſhip in the ſociety, wherein ye was, in the 
courie of providence, born and educated ? Oh ! dread- 
ful deluſion ! who ſhall deliver! The voice of him who 
calleth out of darkneſs into his maryellous light; ſaith, 
Turn ye at my reproof, and I will pour out my ſpirit 
* upon you ;”” ſo may you learn his Divine Law, and 
do his Will, in ſincerity and truth, is my hearty deſire 

and prayer, 


THOMAS CROWLEY. 


March 13, 1779. 


Poftſcript to I. Gray, being QUOTATIONS. 


Luaiab, 58th Chap. 4 Ver. Rehold ye faſt for ſtrife 
&« and debate, and to ſmite with the fiſt of wickedneſ ; 
« ye ſhall not faſt as ye do this day, to make your yoice 
© to be heard on high.”—V, 5. Is it ſuch a faſt that 
% J have choſen? a day for a man to aſſiſt his en? is it to 
« how down his head as a bulruſh ? wilt thou call this 
« a faſt, an acceptable day to the Lord? Ver. 6, © Is 
« not this the faſt that I have choſen? to looſe the 
« bands of wickedneſs, to undo the heavy burthen, and to 
« Jet the oppreſſtd go free, and that ye break every yoke ?"— 
V. 7. ls it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and that 
« thou bring the poor that are caſt out, to thy houſe ? 
« when thou ſeeſt the naked that thou cover him, and 


« that 
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« that thou hide not thyſelf from thy own fleſh 2% 
V. 8. Then ſhall thy light break forth as the morning, 
« and thy health ſhall ſpring forth ſpeedily ; and thy 
„ righteouſneſs ſhall go before thee ; the glory of the 
% Lord ſhall be thy reward.” - Ver. g, Then ſhall 
„thou call, and the Lord ſhall anſwer, Here I am; 
« if thou take away from the midſt of thee, the yoke, and 
« ſpeaking vanity. V. 1o. Then ſhall thy light riſe 
ein obſcurity, and thy darkneſs be as noon-day.—V. II. 
„And the Lord ſhall guide thee continually, and ſatis- 
«« fy thy ſoul in dronght; and thou ſhalt be like a garden 
«« watered, and like a ſpring of water, whoſe waters fail 
«© not.” —Ver. 12. ** And they that ſhall be of thee, 


+ « ſhall build the old waſte places ; thou ſhalt raiſe up 


te the foundations of many generations; and thou ſhalt be 
called the repairer of the breach, the reſtorer of paths 
„ to dwell in.”—V. 14. Then ſhalt thou delight thy- 
*+ ſelf in the Lord, and I will cauſe thee to ride upon 
© the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the 
% heritage of Jacob thy father, for the mouth of the 
„Lord hath ſpoken it.” 


Tranſeribed by 


„ 


